Making A Difference
A newsletter on issues of the girl child
Nov to Jan 2010

Vol 2. No. 1

The campaign enters a decisive phase

Less rhetoric, more action
The three-day State Convention on “Gender Discrimination: Assessing the Response of the Declining
Sex Ratio” organized by the Centre for Advocacy and Research, in Jaipur, from December 3-6, 2009,
revealed strong readiness and commitment to the issue from stakeholders across the board.
The Health Minister of Rajasthan, doctors, lawyers, representatives of Mahila Manch
and civil society had this to say:
Sh. Aimaduddin Ahmed Khan,
Health Minister, Rajasthan: We
need to scale up our efforts to halt
sex determination, sex selection
and gender discrimination because
the consequences for society will
be grave if we allow them to
c o n t i n u e . We a r e a l r e a d y
witnessing the ill effects of sex
determination such as trafficking
of women for marriage and increasing incidence of
violence against women.

Sunil Thomas, UNFPA, Rajasthan:
In today's context, we need to
capacitate young lawyers to scale up
the legal response. We are partnering
the National Law University to take
this forward.

Shakuntala Pamecha, Mahila
Manch, Rajsamand : Sex determination is nothing but a form
of violence against women. We are
scaling up our campaign on this
issue.

Salho Hembrom, member, State
Advisory Committee, Rajasthan: I
have personally collected funds from
individual donors and given it to the
parents of new born girl children in
the form of bonds. I hope this will
make a difference.

Dr. M. L. Jain, Director (RCH)
Medical and Health Services, Govt.
of Rajasthan: We are strictly
enforcing the law with support from
civil society as is reflected in the
inspections and action being taken
against violators.

Kanta Meghwal, VHSC member,
Barmer: When my daughter was
born I requested Kusum, an activist
friend, to visit my house and bang
thalis in celebration of the birth of
the girl child. I did this in defiance of
the tradition, which practices this
ritual only when a son is born.

Dr. Vidhya Sagar, Dy. CMHO,
Jhunjhunu: It is shocking that we
have not be able to regulate the
practice of sex determination. The big
problem before us is how do we stop
doctors from doing sex determination
tests and discourage families from
going for sex determination.

Lad Kumari Jain, RUWA, Jaipur:
We realise that unless we work with
students, youth and unmarried girls
we will not be able to address gender
concerns.
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HM: “We will enforce the law in every sense of the word”
Key recommendations
• Keep a check on ultrasound
machines at inter-district and
inter-state borders by
coordinating with neighboring
state governments.

The Health Minister addressing delegates at the Convention

“Over the coming months there will be
rigorous enforcement of the PCPNDT
Act by the Directorate of Medical and
Health Services. It will step up awareness
raising, regular inspection of clinics,
ensure fool proof record keeping by
clinics, appoint qualified persons to
operate ultrasound machines and prevent
any form of unethical practice.
In an exclusive statement to the
Newsletter, the Health Minister, Sh.
Aimaduddin Ahmed Khan added, “In
fact, we have already conveyed that we
are serious about taking forward two of
the recommendations made at the recent
State Convention. One is to strongly urge
CMHOs to take due action against clinics
the other is to seek Centre's directive on
the certification of sonologists”.

Collective review and stock
taking
The State Convention was called to
review the response of the government,
non government institutions and
individuals to the declining child sex
ratio in the State and to follow up on the
initiatives taken by stakeholders on the
issue.
It was also organized with the wider
objective of learning about the strategies
stakeholders are using to deal with the
adverse child sex ratio, which is a
consequence of sex determination tests,
girl child neglect, neonatal deaths and
infant mortality.
The Convention was organized by the

Are such "directives" an indication?
CMHOs urged to file cases
In the last edition of the Newsletter, we
had highlighted the fact that CMHOs
were limiting their action against
ultrasound centres to issuing show cause
notices even if they found severe
violations and irregularities.
Consequent to this the State PCPNDT
Cell has issued an office order to all
CMHOs in Rajasthan which requires
them to file complaints with the Court if
they find any violation during inspections
of ultrasound centers.
This was seen as necessary because the
issuing of a show cause notice enables
the ultrasound centers to ignore the

regulatory provisions and continue with
the violations.
The onus is now on civil society to use
this opportunity and work with CMHOs
to ensure that they take action against
clinics who are violating the provisions
of the PCPNDT Act and Rules.

Legal revival to NIMC
action
Sh. Hardayal Singh, In-charge, State
PCPNDT Cell, Rajasthan, has asked the
CMHO of Bhilwara, to file a legal
complaint against Krishna Hospital and
Jain Clinic with the Judicial Magistrate
First Class (JMFC).

• Operation of ultrasound
machines and visiting time of
doctors should be properly
stipulated to ensure that they are
not used by others.
• Meetings of the Advisory
Committee at the district and
sub-district level should not be
merged with routine meetings of
the department.
• Participation of doctors on the
committees should be made
compulsory.
• State Supervisory Board must
investigate all complaints filed
within 15 days.
Centre for Advocacy and Research with
support from the Tata Education Trustan allied trust of the Sir Dorabji Tata
Trust. q
These two centres along with Kiran
Hospital were found to be violating the
provisions of the PCPNDT Act and Rules
during an inspection conducted by the
National Inspection and Monitoring
Committee (NIMC) on June 29, 2007.
NIMC had immediately closed the three
centers after serious violations were
found during the inspection in 2007 but
they were reopened a few days later by
the then CMHO Dr. Yashpal Singh.
In December of the same year BMCS, a
Bhilwara based NGO, had also filed a
legal case against Kiran Hospital with
support from Advocate Vijay Bhatnagar.
The matter is still in court.
The CMHO has also been asked to report
back to the Dy. Director after filing the
legal complaint. q
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Malpractice exposed
The last edition of the Newsletter had an
article by Sh. Rajan Choudhary, SRKPS,
on how the practice of sex determination
has gone underground in Jhunjhunu
district and continues to be practiced in a
clandestine manner.

Department and NGOs
could result in nabbing
unethical medical
practitioners.

This was reinforced during decoy
operations conducted on December 13,
2009 and February 15, 2010, in which
five unethical doctors were caught red
handed while doing sex determination on
decoy customers in the district.

A case was immediately
registered in the court in
Jhunjhunu against
Jeevan Jyoti Nursing
Home. And an arrest
warrant was issued Dr. Rachna Budania, Sh. K L Meena, ADM, Dr. R B Singh, CMHO,
against the performing Sh. Nandlal Punia, PCPNDT Coordinator during the decoy operation
doctor, the owner and their agent.

The operation jointly carried out by the
NGO SRKPS and the District
Administration, Jhunjhunu, was also an
example of how systematic action and
better coordination and partnership
between officials from the Health

The same day complaints were filed
against B.M. Choudhary Hospital and
Vinayak Hospital in the court of the
Magistrate, in Navalgarh bloc.
Consequent to this arrest warrants were
issued against the owners, doctors and

their agents. Meanwhile, the Additional
Chief Judicial Magistrate (ACJM),
Nawalgarh has passed an interim order in
the case against Vinayak Hospital. And
sent Dr. Anju Sharma, Sumitra Jangir
and their agent to the district jail.q

Widespread condemnation

Wide publicity along with names of doctors
will help to dissuade others.

Dr. Amar Jesani, Indian Journal of
Medical Ethics: I agree that it is time to
put pressure on the Rajasthan Medical
Council. Just as efforts are being made to
wake up the administration and courts, it
is necessary to wake up the medical
councils too.

Dr. Narendra Gupta, Prayas: Such
operations should be publicized through
media. Punitive action against these
doctors is a must and a strong case must
be framed for this. Continuous pressure
is needed.
Dr. Sharad Iyengar, Arth: I hope this
operation scares off those in the business.

Dr. Pragya Sharma, Lecturer: I endorse
the idea of a mass demonstration in
Jhunjhunu. This will put pressure on
authorities to take stringent action against
accused. If we don't take a strong stand it
will demoralize people who have made this
effort without fearing for the inherent
danger in taking such steps.

I suggest that a complaint be filed with the
RMC and publicized in the newspaper if
the RMC does not take any action. q

Do we all need to do more?
Jaipur reeling under
violations
When the State Inspection Team (SIT)
visited the Life Line Sonography Center
and Garg Maternity and General Hospital
in Jaipur district, on December 17, 2009
they found several violations under the
PCPNDT Act.
The team is presently preparing a charge
sheet and scrutinizing the Form-F of the
Life Line Sonography Center. Based on
its report the State PCPNDT Cell will
take action against the clinic. At present
there are four ultrasound machines in use
at the Life Line Sonography Center and
all the machines are being operated by Dr.
Vijay Gupta.
Even while action is being contemplated
we have practitioners like Dr. Namita
Garg of the Garg Maternity and General

Hospital, who has appealed to the State
Appropriate Authority for the release of
her ultrasound machine which was sealed
on January 9, 2010 by the State
Inspection Team.

Barmer: Zero enforcement
Advocate Sukhraj Prajapat, member,
DSG, says, "The district administration
in Barmer, is blatantly disregarding the
PCPNDT Act despite ample evidence
that malpractice, violations and
irregularities have increased in the
absence of monitoring and inspection by
the CMHO and advisory committee.
No inspections were done of clinics for
over a year barring one facilitated by
NGOs on January 12, 2010. Quorums are
slim because members fail to attend
meetings. And the committee remains
incomplete though three months have

passed since its formation."
In fact, after the first meeting of the new
committee was held on November 10,
2009 NGOs had to hold several meetings
with the CMHO to fix a date for the next
meeting.
NGOs then met all the seven members
and got their commitment to attend the
meeting scheduled for January 12, 2010.
However, only one member came and the
meeting was cancelled for want of a
quorum.
When Dr. R. K. Maheshwari, DAC
member and Principal Medical Officer in
Barmer, was asked why he did not attend
the meeting he said, “Such meetings are
irrelevant in Barmer because the practice
of sex determination does not prevail in
the district.” q
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Rural communities confronting the issue of sex determination

Maru Utsav adopts the cause
Members of the District Support Group
(DSG) in Jaisalmer, took the initiative
and organized a stall at the Maru Utsav
that was held in the district from January

It is estimated that the stall touched
around ten thousand people.
Visitors to the stall were also requested to

reason for the declining child sex ratio.
• Surjeet Singh, from Indian Air Force,
said that, “It is very necessary to stop the
declining child sex ratio because society
would otherwise have to face serious
consequences.”
• Sandeep Bhatiya, from Jaisalmer gave
the example of how, “When we play with
nature natural calamities like flood and
famine occurs. Similarly, if we try to play
with nature like this we will have to face
the huge problem of imbalances in the
child sex ratio”.
Many of the youth spoke of how the girl
child was less desired by society and that
home remedies were being used to get rid
of the newborn girl child in some
villages. While sex determination tests
were being secretly done in cities.

Visitors interacting with a DSG member at the stall

27 to February 3, 2010. This was done
with support from Semant Kisaan
Sahyog Sansthan, CFAR and Tata
Education Trust.
The stall provided information on recent
birth data, the alarming child sex ratio in
the State and the urgent need to end all
forms of discrimination against women
and the girl child.

fill a questionnaire that sought to
understand why people were averse to
having a girl child. Who in their opinion
was responsible for sex determination
tests and how this problem could be
solved.

Women who visited the stall spoke of
how no woman wants to kill her unborn
girl child but she is compelled to do so
under pressure from her family and
society. They added that if there is a law
action must be taken.

Most of the respondents to the
questionnaire took a serious view of the
issue and were of the opinion that sex
determination tests were the single big

• Bibita from Bihar said that this kind of
information should be provided in
villages because now villagers were also
going for sex determination. q

Girl Child: Incentivizing the family
Parents of 76 new born girls in Bharatpur
were given bonds of Rs.1000 during 2008
by Salho Hembrom, who is a member of
both the state and district level Advisory
Committees.
She did this with funds collected from
individual donors and invested for six
years in Rashtriya Bachat Patra and
Kisan Vikas Patra. When the girl child

When they were told about the PCPNDT
Act they said that it was important to
practically implement the Act and not
allow it to remain on paper. And that the
licenses of clinics involved in this crime
should be cancelled and owners should
be arrested.

reaches the age of six her parents can
withdraw the amount and use it for her
primary education.
The initiative called “Beti ek Anmol
Ratan” was launched on the occasion of
Women's Day, March 8, 2008, as part of
the ongoing campaign against sex
determination in the district. It has
received huge support from the public

and motivated many more people to
come forward as donors.
So a new scheme has been put in place in
which the donors give Rs.3000. This is
then matched by the NGO Lupin with a
contribution of Rs.2000. The total
amount of Rs.5000 is then invested in
UTI's Mutual Fund - Chandan Career
Plan Scheme for 21 years. At the end of
that period the parents can withdraw the
amount for the girl's higher education or
marriage. q
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Holding the banner high: Partnering with media
Shekhawati Handicraft mela witnessed
over 65,000 community representatives
signing a pledge against the practice of
sex determination in Jhunjhunu. The
signature campaign titled “Ling Jaanch
ka Prabhav Bachchiyon ka Abhav” was
held from January 6, to January 15, 2010.

Kudos to Dainik Bhaskar
The fight against sex determination is
much more than enforcing a law... it
has essentially to work at changing
mindsets, age-old beliefs and
motivating people to take action.
The media can play a very important
part here and campaigns like the one
launched by Dainik Bhaskar should
be commended and replicated by
others.
We have seen how change happens
when media takes the lead... and in
this case it is not just desirable but
something that must be done. Vinod
Mehta, Editor-in-Chief, Outlook
Group.
It was jointly organized by SRKPS, the
newspaper Dainik Bhaskar and the
district administration with support from
CFAR and the Tata Education Trust.

During the signature
campaign information on the practice
of sex determination
and sex selection
was shared with the
community.
Both men and
women took an oath
that they would not
be involved in the
practice of sex
determination tests.
Many district
officials also
expressed their
resolve to fight
against the practice.

Health professionals sign the banner

When the mela concluded the campaign
banner was taken to various public places
in the district to enable people to sign it.
Smt. Vasundhara Raje, former CM,
Rajasthan, signed the pledge on January
30, 2010, during a visit to Jhunjhunu.
Sh. Mangu Singh Shekhawat, Cluster
Head, Dainik Bhaskar, Jhunjhunu said
that the signature campaign was
launched because, “We wanted the
public to be involved and open about this
issue. Our experience shows that the
people have not had opportunities to
speak openly about an issue and take

Create awareness, tighten
enforcement of law: People demand
A survey was conducted by
the NGO Sard, Reodar, on
“Daughter dislike and the
practice of sex
determination” during the
annual gathering of the Jain
community, in Jiraval
village of Sirohi district
from December 9 to 13,
2009.

“And by doing it in partnership with
others such as the media, civil society and
the administration, we are able to address
some deeply entrenched mindsets on the
girl child", he added.
He pointed out that, “The uniqueness of
this campaign is that we are going to
continue the campaign after the first
phase concludes on March 8th, which is
Women's Day. The second phase will
attempt to make the public take on a
bigger role in this campaign”. q
families did not want girls because of
dowry and patriarchal mindsets. And that
the main reasons for the adverse child
sex ratio were sex
determination, infant
mortality and female
infanticide.
The majority of respondent
held medical practitioners
responsible for the practice
of sex determination
followed by in-laws and
families of the pregnant
woman.

A stall was set up and a
questionnaire was
distributed which was filled
by over 700 men and
women.
A majority said that

an stand on it.

Visitors at the Jiraval mela

Most felt that it could be
regulated by implementing
the law and creating
awareness of the value of a
girl child. q
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Sex determination: An election agenda
by Dr. Virendra Vidrohi
The recent panchayat election was an
election with a difference as women in
villages across 33 districts took a proactive role and dialogued with candidates
seeking election and prevailed on the
candidates to include the issue of the
declining child sex ratio in their shapat
patra (declarations).
The motivation to participate was the
result of a Voter Gender Awareness
campaign that was organized by 200 civil
society organizations in 6000 village
panchayats.
Citing data and legal provisions they
created awareness among the general
public on the fact that even after 62 years
of independence the condition of women
in the country continued to be dismal

Voters during awareness campaign in Alwar

because issues related to women are not
discussed on political platforms. They
also highlighted the need to create an

environment that would enable people to
have positive discussions with those
standing for elections. q

Empowered and emboldened
• Lajo Devi, from Chandoli village in
Alwar said, "The gender training has
taught us that women should get equal
participation at every level.
And an unborn girl child has as much
right to live as any other child."

• Khatuni, from Chandoli, after seeing
IEC materials said, "I will vote only for
candidates who will raise gender related
issues and fight against sex
determination and those who are doing
it.".
• Sushila Jatav, from Dadar village,

"Getting declarations from candidates
will help to identify a genuine
candidate. Because if the candidates
don't follow their written
commitments after they are elected,
we will be able to remind them of their
commitments."

Mahila Manch

Leading the fight against sex determination
“We cannot afford
to be complacent on
the issue of the
declining child sex
ratio because there
is every possibility
of the trends now
being witnessed in
neighboring
districts entering
our district.

Members of the Mahila Manch in a rally in Rajsamand

This is why we are
going to mobilize
all the Mahila
Manch on this
issue.”

Shakuntala Pamecha, Mahila Manch,
was expressing her apprehension that
Rajsamand district, which has a
substantial tribal population, might get
impacted though there has been no
noticeable decline in its child sex ratio in
the 2001 Census.
The Mahila Manch, which is working in
216 villages in 75 panchayats has
decided to use every opportunity to
discuss this issue by organising rallies
and workshops for doctors, NGOs and
panchayat representatives in the district
in order to sensitise the public and make
them realize that sex determination tests
amount to violence against women and
gender discrimination. q
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District Collectors asked to “Perform”
"The monthly reports, we are getting
from the districts, especially divisional
headquarter on the implementation of the
PCPNDT Act and the “Save the Girl
Child Campaign” is very disheartening”
stated Sh. G. S. Sandhu, Principal
Secretary, Health, Medical Health and
Family Welfare, Government of
Rajasthan.
He also lamented that, even though some
of the ultrasound centres were not
sending their monthly reports no action
has been taken against them.
This statement was made in an office

order that was sent to all the District
Collectors. He also pointed out that the
Government of Rajasthan had appointed
the Collectors as the District Appropriate
Authority in place of CMHOs, on the
assumption that they will exert a more
decisive will and authority and brook no
violations.
He therefore urged the Collectors, “To
review activities on a monthly basis and
monitor the performance of the health
department under the CMHO.”
Commenting on the remark made by Sh.
G. S. Sandhu, Sh. R. K. Siddh, member,

District Advisory Committee, Alwar,
said, "This order is very pertinent as
only one District Collector has displayed
any commitment to the issue. It should
galvanize the District Collectors in the
remaining 32 districts to do something
about it."
Smt. Pawan Surana, former Chairperson,
Rajasthan State Women's Commission,
said, "The District Collectors should take
the directives seriously and follow it
strictly. It is not too late and if the law is
enforced properly the officials can have
full control over the practice of sex
determination within no time." q

Association Secretary admits to unethical practices
Dr. S. S. Agarwal, Secretary, IMA,
Rajasthan admitted during a meeting
with NGO representatives that three
doctors in Jhunjhunu were involved in
unethical and illegal practice of sex
determination. He made the statement
after the IMA had received a detailed
report on the decoy operation from the
district IMA, Jhunjhunu.

Dr. Agarwal also told the meeting of
NGOs that a collective decision would be
taken at a meeting of its executive
members in Jaipur and the matter would
then be taken to the IMA at the national
level for its approval.
Dr. Anju Sharma, Dr. Brijendra
Chowdhary and Dr. Jitendra Budania,
were caught red handed doing sex

Capacitating young lawyers
Given the commitment voiced by the
State to enforce the law, UNFPA and the
National Law University, Jodhpur, have
started a training program for young
lawyers in the State.

these districts should also work with the
trainees, share their experiences of
inspections and involve them with day to
day court proceedings."

News Brief

determination on a decoy customer in
December 2009. Similarly, Dr. Mamta
Sharma and Dr. Sunita Sharma were
nabbed in February 2010 in Jhunjhunu.
The consensus among NGO
representatives during a meeting in
Jaipur on the issue of decoy operation
was that a memorandum be handed over
to the state IMA.q
Since August 2009 several workshops
have been conducted under the program
and 33 young lawyers from 25 revenue
districts of Rajasthan are receiving
training which will continue till
December 2010. q

This training was seen as necessary
because the filing of cases under the
PCPNDT Act and the conviction rate is
almost negligible in the state. Moreover,
young lawyers have little understanding
of the Act.
This was best reflected by Advocate
Vijay Bhatnagar, when he spoke of how
he had struggled to understand the Act
when he took up the case in Bhilwara in
2007 because no one knew the workings
of the law. He felt for this reason that,
"The theoretical knowledge of these
young lawyers should be reinforced with
practical exposure to court proceedings.
And that PCPNDT Coordinators from

Lawyers during a recent training at the National Law University in Jodhpur
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Saluting a trailblazer

hostile. When she informed her family
about the birth of a girl child, everyone
was upset particularly her brother-in-law
who having no children of his own had
wanted to adopt her third child if it was a
male. When he heard it was a girl he
refused to adopt the child.

Kanta Meghwal, is a true trailblazer, an
example of brave young women who are
defying traditional practices,
communities and their families to protect
and nurture the girl child..
Kanta lives in Pra, a small village in
Barmer district of Rajasthan. Her
husband Mehra Ram Meghwal is a daily
wage earner and Kanta works as a helper
in an Anganwadi center. They have three
children - a seven year old daughter, a
three old son and a three month old
daughter.
Kanta, says she had her third child,
“because the family wanted another son'.
Knowing this she had told them, “I will
have a third child but don't pressurize me
and accept the child regardless of
whether it is a boy or a girl.”

Kanta with her daughter Chandrawati...

When her daughter was born on
November 30 2009, in the government
hospital in Barmer, she knew that the
family would be upset. So she requested
Kusum Dave, her mentor, to visit her
home and bang thalis as is done when a
son is born, but rarely when a girl is born.

opposed her decision and argued with her
Kanta politely asked them, “What is the
difference between a boy and a girl? She
then gave various examples and
succeeded in convincing a few of the
women but the majority took the stand
that discrimination against the girl child
is very common and is seen in every walk
of life.

When other women in the hospital

The attitude of her family was also

The knowledge I have gained through
your Newsletters and the deliberations at
the recent State Convention has made me
a sort of expert on the subject. This
enabled me to speak with clarity at a
meeting recently organized by the
PCPNDT cell in Banswara. After I spoke
the CMHO and other participants at the
workshop agreed that implementation till
date has been poor and the situation needs
to be improved. N. R. Shahlot, Vagad
Vikas Sansthan, Banswara

Readers Feedback

I would like to say that strict compliance

of the PCPNDT Act is a must. We can do
it only with the help of the government,
NGOs and the public. This Newsletter is
having a great impact on the
administration and the public. We hope it
will continue. I am with you in your
efforts to eradicate this problem.
Praveen Chowdhari, PCPNDT
Coordinator, Tonk
I read your Newsletter with interest. The
kind of networking which you are

The family's hostility was also apparent
during the naming ceremony of the new
born. The in-laws suggested "Aachuki"
which means
"enough, no
more". Kanta
objected to it and
told her husband
to consult a
priest and find a
good name.
With the help of
the priest her
Her mentor Kusum Dave daughter was
named Chandrawati. However family
members still call the baby "Aachuki".
Kanta, being a VHSC member, has had
several opportunities to attend meetings
organized by Kusum and was sensitized
to the issue of the girl child. She is now
wants to continue her education and has
filled the form for the class 10th
examination. q
promoting between officials and the
community will certainly yield positive
results. Please keep us informed about
your efforts so that we can replicate them
in our intervention areas. Gramin Vikas
Evam Samajik Sangthan, Ajmer
Such interventions are required not just in
the 12 districts of Rajasthan where you
are working but the whole State. Voices
from the grassroots should also be given
priority and more officials should be
involved. R. C. Jain, Editor, Sandhya
Jyoti Darpan, Nagaur q
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