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Relying on people's power
A mechanism to motivate people's participation
determination; with the added option of
keeping their identity confidential.

Dignitaries at the launch of the website in Jaipur

It is indeed significant that World
Population Week culminated with the
Union Health Minister, Sh. Gulam Nabi
Azad, launching a website
www.hamaribeti.nic.in, in Jaipur.
Since 2008 Rajasthan has been in the
forefront of the movement against sex
determination and a more rigorous
implementation of the PCPNDT Act.
Much of this has been accomplished in
partnership with civil society

organizations.
The website which was jointly developed
by UNFPA and the Department of
Medical, Health and Family Welfare of
the Government of Rajasthan was
launched on 17th July 2010.
This initiative provides the public with
opportunities to join hands with the
Government and expose malpractices
related to the practice of sex

Are people ready for the site?
Manita Sharma, 31, Home maker,
“Unless the common person is made
aware of the website and convinced
about the need to use it, such a complaint
mechanism will not work.”
Mamta Mathur, 35, Government
officer, “The government should form a
monitoring committee to do a follow-up
of the complaints”.
Bharat Singh Rathore, 34, Teacher,
“This initiative would be useful if the
aam janta is educated about the misuse of
ultrasound machines and knows how to
file complaints through it.”
In the month of October 2010 CFAR had
conducted a random telephonic survey in
Jaipur during which comments were

sought from 120 respondents in four
categories - home-makers, working
women, male professionals and
students. The objective of this
survey was to check if the public in
Jaipur were aware of the launch of
this website and whether they
would use it to expose
malpractices by
ultrasound
centers.
O f t h e 1 2 0
respondents in all the
categories 81 had computers
with internet connection at home.
And 93 respondents were internet users.
Seventeen had learnt about the launch
and existence of the website through

Dr. Pritam B Yashwant, Chairman, State
Appropriate Authority, Rajasthan told the
Newsletter that, “Since the launch of the
website 19 complaints have been
received from the public. This unique
initiative, which is the first of its kind in
the country, aims to reach out to the
general public and make them vigilant on
the whole issue of sex determination. It
can have far reaching consequences in
the crusade against the declining child
sex ratio”.
Sh. Sunil Thomas, UNFPA, Rajasthan,
said, “The website is a simple and
effective way for individuals, civil
society, and other responsible members
of the community to report violations of
the PCPNDT Act to the concerned
Appropriate Authority. Complaints have
already started
coming in but the
ultimate outcome depends on how
e f f i c i e n t l y, e f f e c t i v e l y a n d
enthusiastically the Appropriate
Authorities handle these complaints.” q
newspapers, NGOs and radio while 103
of them had no knowledge of it.
A majority of respondents (109)
were hopeful that the
website would enable
the government to
reach out to the silent
majority who are against
the practice of sex
determination.
They were also of the
opinion that law enforcers
should develop systems that
would ensure immediate action
against the complaints. And that
complainants should be informed of the
action that has been taken against their
complaints. q
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Though several significant steps have been taken to address the issue of sex determination and enforce
the PCPNDT Act we find that such steps are not always taken to their logical end. For every decisive
step that is taken, there are some that are tentative leading to delays and uncertainties and some have even
seen a rollback. It has therefore become imperative for stakeholders to reflect on each of these developments.

Decisive: One step forward ...
Providers pulled up for not toeing the line
Though it has taken Rajasthan all of
seven years a legal complaint was finally
filed against the manufacturers and
suppliers of ultrasound machines for not
reporting sales of their ultrasound
machines to the State Appropriate
Authority.

Dr. Pritam B Yashwant, Chairman, State
Appropriate Authority, Rajasthan, who

Dr. Sabu George, Petitioner, Supreme
Court felt that, “Filing of complaints by
the state government is a good step.
Hyderabad had filed a similar case
against Wipro GE three years ago. We are
lucky in that we have a provision for
filing complaints against manufacturers
and suppliers in the present Act.

The cases were filed by the Rajasthan
government before the Chief Judicial
Magistrate on 23rd September 2010 in
Jaipur and 33 officials representing 23
manufacturers and suppliers were made
party to the violation.

“So the problem is not that the Law is
weak but that the central government is
not serious about taking action against
companies.

Under the amended rules of the PCPNDT
Act which had come into effect on 14th
February 2003, providers are required to:
l

l

l

Sell machines only to registered
centres.
Provide quarterly reports to the
concerned State Appropriate Authority
on sales of machines.
Procure an affidavit from buyers that
they will not use the machines for sex
determination tests.

Dr. Pritam B Yashwant

passed the order calling for complaints
to be filed against the erring providers
said, “This move aims to make
manufacturers and suppliers realize what
is required for them under the law and

Sriganganagar: turning a new leaf
In earlier editions of the Newsletter we
had highlighted the fact that CMHOs
were limiting their action to serving show
cause notices to ultrasound centres for the
violation they had committed under the
PCPNDT Act. And that this was resulting
in the rampant violation of the Law by
ultrasound centres. Subsequent to this,
the State PCPNDT Cell had passed a
departmental order asking all the districts
to go beyond the issuance of show-cause
notices and file complaints in the Court of
the Judicial Magistrate First Class.
Officials of Sriganganagar district
responded by giving top priority to the
issue. The CMHO and PCPNDT
Coordinator, Sriganganagar, started

hold them equally accountable in
regulating the misuse of ultrasound
machines. I believe this step will work as
a deterrent for them and they will now
comply with the law and support us in
implementing the PCPNDT Act in spirit
and letter.”

regular inspections of all the ultrasound
centres in the district and on an average
they visited seven ultrasound centres
every month. A total of 37 inspections
were conducted between April and
August 2010 in the district and the
PCPNDT Cell, Sriganganagar, filed 30
complaints against 21 ultrasound centres
on specific provisions of the Law that had
been violated.
However the ultrasound machines of
centres against whom the complaints
have been filed in the last two months
have not been sealed. Commenting on
this the PCPNDT Coordinator,
Sriganganagar, Randeep Singh said,

“We want the states to file cases against
companies who take the law casually and
thereby give scope to medical
practitioners to misuse this technology.
The media should give widespread
publicity to the filing of complaints so as
to create some amount of embarrassment
to the providers.” q
“Complaints have been filed in keeping
with the office order issued by the State
PCPNDT Cell. Now the court will take a
decision on the sealing of the machines
and the quantum of punishment to be
given to the performing doctors. We will
strictly follow the court order in each
case”.
Filing of complaints for violations of
regulatory provisions is indeed a
remarkable beginning. And this is what is
expected from every single District
Appropriate Authority under the
PCPNDT Act. We believe that an
initiative like this will definitely dissuade
ultrasound centres from violating
provisions related to proper use of
ultrasound machine, record keeping and
appointment of qualified doctors. q
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tentative : delays and uncertainties...
representatives were
being invited to
meetings until the
District Collector issued
an order that the three
NGO representatives
(nominated) be called to
meetings.




In Barmer, Jhunjhunu
and Sikar the meetings
are being conducted with
the new members since
April 2010.

In Jalore, Jaisalmer,
Chitorgarh and Jodhpur,
Sh. Ashutosh A T Pandekar, District Collector and Dr. H S Barar, CMHO convene an AC meeting in Sriganganagar
the administration has
decided to continue with the existing
When the Mission Director, NRHM and NGO representatives in the committee
NGO members in the Advisory
Chairman of the State Appropriate and are unsure about how to deal with
Committee.
Authority, passed an order in March 2010 this uncertainty.
asking District Appropriate Authorities
 Sirohi has informed the three
(DAA) to dissolve their advisory
The questions this raises are:
existing NGO representatives that
committees and recommend the names of
they are no longer on the committee
1. Since, five of the eight members
three representatives from the social field
and the new members about their
(other than three representatives
to replace the existing members they
inclusion. Nevertheless only
from social field) in the Advisory
were quick to comply. And by the end of
government
representatives have
Committee
are
government
April 2010 all of them sent in the names
been
invited
to
the meetings in the
representatives,
does
the
onus
not
of NGO representatives for its approval.
rest on the officials to ensure that
last six months.
But what is intriguing is that though
meetings are convened?
 Bhilwara and Ganganagar have
seven months have passed the District
2. D o n ' t t h e y a l s o h a v e a
been inviting both, the existing
Appropriate Authorities are yet to receive
responsibility to ensure a smooth
approval from the State Appropriate
representatives and the new
and decisive transition from the
Authority for the inclusion of the new
nominees to meetings.
old to the new committee?
NGO representatives.
R K Siddh, an existing member from the
Join our debate and write back to us
The impact of this delay by the State
social
field in Alwar said, “I am not sure
with your comments and opinions:
Appropriate Authority has been manifold
where I stand because no meetings are
The question we are asking is: What
ranging from confusion among District
being called. All law enforcements
should be done to ensure that the
Appropriate Authorities on whether they
processes are also lagging behind
enforcement of the Law is not
should invite the three existing NGO
because of this delay.”
compromised
by administrative
representatives or the still to be notified
delays and the tendency to defer
Brij Mohan Sharma, NGO
members to the meetings.
matters that seem less “urgent” and
representative, Sirohi, “In the last six to
“important”?
Existing NGO members in some districts
seven months representatives from the
have also stopped taking any decisions
social field have not been called to the
concerning the enforcement of the
Meanwhile various scenarios are being meetings. Because of this NGOs like us
PCPNDT Act.
have not been able to participate in the
witnessed in the districts:
process as effectively as we should.”
This is understandable given the fact that
they are not invited to the meetings and  In Alwar, the issuance of the order Tara Ahluwalia, member, Advisory
has been made an excuse for not
even if they are, scant regard is being
Committee, Bhilwara, “My question is:
calling meetings in the district. No
given to their concerns and suggestions
can the new members be made part of the
meeting has been called since
because their role is unclear.
decision making process when their
November 2009.
nomination is yet to be approved by the
NGOs and activists working on the issue
are also finding it difficult to link up with  In Dausa, only government State Appropriate Authority?” q
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rollback: two steps backward
Authorities do a u-turn
On 27th July 2010 Dr. Ganpat Singh,
CMHO, Barmer had taken the stringent
action of sealing the machine of Khatri
Hospital for poor maintenance of
records. And on 3rd August 2010 a legal
complaint was filed against the centre.
The same day machines of Ambe
Laboratory and D. K. Ramawat Hospital
were also sealed for not submitting
Form-F.
But by October, for reasons that are not
very clear, there was a softening in the
stand taken by the authority. At an urgent
meeting of the Advisory Committee,
called after Khatri Hospital submitted an
application in the CJM court on 5th
October 2010 for the release of its
ultrasound machine, it was decided that
the machine could be released. And a few
days later on 26th October 2010 the court
ordered the release of the machine.
When asked about the volte face, Dr.
Singh told the Newsletter team that the
machine was released after the centre had
given a bond of Rs. 5 lakhs. And added

that, "strict vigil would be maintained on
the hospital to ensure that the machine is
not misused."

“action must be taken against the accused
and no mercy should be shown to them.”
The question that needs to be asked is
why the Advisory Committee, which has
the authority to advise the CMHO, did
not ask him to file a counter appeal in the
court? Because such an action would

Interpreting the Law
Varsha Deshpande, advocate and NIMC member, opined that the decision by the
CMHO and the Advisory Committee to release the machine was not in conformity
with the Law. By way of clarification she explained that since the law mandates the
Appropriate Authority to seal machines, seize records and summon the concerned
accused when he/she is sure about the breach of any section or rule of the PCPNDT
Act, this Appropriate Authority does not have the right to release the machine or
prevail upon the Advisory Committee to pass a resolution for its release.
Therefore, it is not within the powers of the Authority to file a written
statement/affidavit supporting the plea of the ultrasound centre for the release of its
machine and if any such action is taken it is tantamount to the breach of the PCPNDT
Act and such Authority can be prosecuted under Section 25 of the Act. She concluded
by stating that the “Appropriate Authority should have opposed the plea to release the
machine and strictly abided by the convention when a matter is sub-judice.”

According to Smt. Lata Kachwa,
member, Advisory Committee, Barmer,
the meeting was told that Khatri Hospital
had appealed for the release of its
machine and this was followed by a
discussion on the matter. In her opinion,

have set a much-needed precedent and
validated the legal interpretation that;
any demonstration of 'inability” to
comply with the due process of the law,
including enforcement of provisions
aimed at enforcing self regulation, would
be treated as a serious offence. q

Are we serious about upholding the Law?
conforming to the PCPNDT Act.

Even as legal processes are being rolled
out and efforts are on to rein in violators
under the PCPNDT Act various
strategies like delays in filing of cases is
enabling violators to circumvent the Law.

Dr. Sanjeev Jain, member, Advisory
Committee told the Newsletter team
that. “The Appropriate Authority did not
share anything regarding the Mahatama
Gandhi Sonography Centre with AC
members during meetings. In the last two
meetings we only discussed Form-F”.

For instance, on 16th June 2010 the State
Inspection Team had sealed the
ultrasound machine of Mahatama
Gandhi Sonography Centre and related
records in Jodhpur after it found serious
violations including failure on the part of
the staff to produce Form-F and the
registration certificate. But while doing
so the law enforcer did not file a case
against the erring centre.
The centre took full advantage of this
serious unexplainable lapse on the part of
the law enforcer and approached the
court for the release of its machine on 1st
September 2010. The Jodhpur Bench of
the Rajasthan High Court had no option
but to pass an ex-parte order releasing the
machine.

Smt. Aruna Chaudhury, member,
Advisory Committee, said, “I don't have
any specific information about
Mahatama Gandhi Sonography Centre.
But there is no denying the fact that the
Appropriate Authority must be strict with
the centres if they don't send Form-F.”
District officials taking away a machine

When asked about the release of the
machine, Dr. Surendra Shekhawat,
Deputy CMHO, Jodhpur, justified the
decision on the grounds that it was taken
by the court and added that no further
action was necessary as the centre is

Meanwhile information accessed
through an RTI from the CMHO office,
Jodhpur, shows that almost 40 percent of
the registered ultrasound centres in the
district have not reported to the District
Appropriate Authority between January
and April 2010. Even the number of
Form-F sent by them is insignificant. q
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In this segment we are tracing the many small endeavors that are being made by NGOs,
communities and folk artistes to discourage the process of sex determination.

Expanding civil society's involvement
A sharing of learnings and experiences
State and district officials, NGO
representatives, VHSC members,
community women, lawyers and the
media came together in Jaipur on 28th
September 2010 for the inauguration of
the first ever Learning Site by the Hon'ble
Health Minister of Rajasthan Sh.
Aimaduddin Ahmad Khan (Durru).
As the Health Minister, pointed out at the
onset, “Son preference and the misuse of
the technology are the main factors for
the decline in the child sex ratio. This
Learning Site has been created to address
this issue because we need to work
relentlessly on the mindset of the society
and enforce the PCPNDT Act in letter and
spirit”.
What is a Learning Site?
A Learning Site is a space where
experienced practitioners share and
transmit practical insights on an issue, in
this case the implementation of the
PCPNDT Act. This is also a space which
encourages a cycle of learning - from
theory to practice, to reflection and the
building of better strategies.
Why Jhunjhunu?
Jhunjhunu was selected as the first
learning site in Rajasthan because it has
been proactive in implementing the
PCPNDT Act, regulating the practice of
sex determination and catalyzing the
response in the district despite the many
hurdles this issue throws up.
What it will offer
The Learning Site will offer the learnings
and experience that CFAR, SRKPS and
the PCPNDT Cell Jhunjhunu have
evolved in the district. This will be done
through both short and long term training
and orientation on various aspects of the
overall issues of sex determination and
the girl child.
It will also develop their personal
commitment to the issue, build their
organizational capability and help them
to forge alliances with government,
community and media and other
influential stakeholders.

Expectation of participants:

supply side. The Learning Site will give
us an opportunity to understand how we
can bring about this much needed
change”. Kishan Tayagi, PRIA, Jaipur

“While working on various issues in
Gujarat we have found that the child sex “Punjab has a far worse child sex ratio
ratio in the State has witnessed a steep when compared to Rajasthan. However
decline and
resulted in an
increase in the
violence against
women and the
girl child.
Unfortunately,
not much work is
being done on
the issue of sex
determination in
Gujarat. This
learning site
could give us
The inauguration of the Learning Site in Jaipur
pointers on how
we can address the issue of sex Rajasthan is making a much greater
determination in Gujarat. Natoo Bhai, effort than Punjab to seize the decline. As
the Health Minister had pointed out, the
Surat, Gujarat
Learning Site can give us insights on how
“The way people think has more or less
been the same in the past however the we can address this issue in partnership
efforts that are being made by with the state and local administration”.
stakeholders to enforce the PCPNDT Act Prushottam Lal Ahuja, Adhar
have certainly made an impact on the Foundation, Punjab q
continued from page 4

Chittorgarh: Not doing enough
How serious is the matter when an
ultrasound centre refuses to fill up FormF for the pre natal tests? And what will
you say if the center regularly under
reports, leave columns incomplete or
blank, claims that machine is not used for
pre-natal tests and permits unauthorized
doctors to conduct ultrasound test?
These were some of the concerns that
emerged during the course of an
inspection conducted by a group of
concerned stakeholders, who visited
ultrasound centres in Chittorgarh district
in October 2010. The team included
Advisory Committee member, J P
Bhatnagar, PCPNDT Coordinator,
Shafiq Iqal and NGO representatives
Tara Ahluwalia, Jitendra and Jaipratap.

J P Bhatnagar, member, Advisory
Committee said, “Chittorgarh is a district
which has witnessed a steep decline in its
child sex ratio from 951 in the 1991
Census to 929 in the 2001 Census.
Doctors during the Sahara sting
operation in 2005 had openly agreed to
conduct sex selective elimination of
female foetus. From this it is clear that we
have not been able to implement the
PCPNDT Law in the district”.
Julee Swarnkar, member, Advisory
Committee, “How long can we overlook
malpractice and poor compliance by the
doctors to the PCPNDT Act? We are
entering 2011. Doctors have taken
enough time to get oriented on the
Law.”q
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Awareness on the Law through Nukkad Nataks
“Though girls are breaking barriers in
every walk of life we are not able to get
over the desire to have a male child. This
play has taught me that sex determination
is not legal and that the law does not
discriminate between a male and female
child” Kamla, Asha Sahyogni, Chokha.
This is but one example of how nukkad
nataks are proving to be an effective tool
in alerting communities to various facets
of the issue. Because, while much is
being said about the proliferation of
ultrasound machines and its
consequences little is being done to
create awareness about the Law. This is
especially so in rural areas where it is
essential to communicate in local dialects
to inform and galvanize the involvement
of the larger community.
During a series of nukkad natak
performances, recently organized by
CFAR and SARD Reodar in the villages

of Jodhpur and Jalore
district, it was found that
the shows did indeed go
a long way in reducing
the knowledge and
information gap and
catalyzing local
consensus on these
issues.
“I got the message that
one should not go for sex
Troupe performing the Nukkad Natak in Chokha village
determination and not
discriminate between male and a female and stop people who try to supersede the
child”
Manoj Kumar Bishnoi, god” Rajendra Gahlot, Chokha.
Surupura, Jodhpur.
Ishwari, an AWW from Leta, Jalore,
“I feel that discrimination against girl
child takes place in the family. Stopping
the birth of a girl is the extreme form of
discrimination against them” Parasmal,
student, Pandgra, Jalore.
“We should strongly oppose the practice
of sex determination and female foeticide

opined that such shows should be
regularly held to remind people about
their obligations and accountability
towards the girl child.
The shows were performed by Kalu Khan
and his troupe from Ragvi Vikas Evam
Prasikshan Sansthan, Falaudi, Jodhpur.q

Enabling the middle class to confront the Law
Meanwhile, a play that was
performed to catalyze a debate
on the issues of son preference
and the easy access that such
people have to sex
determination tests, at the MBM
Engineering College in Jodhpur,
provided a platform to Jodhpur's
urban middle class to voice their
opinions on these issues. This
was evident from the responses
received from the audience to a
questionnaire that was
circulated among the audience.

determination tests should be
immediately closed and they
should be prosecuted under the
law. ” Snehlata Solanki,
Homemaker.
“Law should deal with both
demand and supply. Accused
often escape due to their
'personal contacts'.” Pawan
Kumar, Social worker.
In her address, Smt. Chadresh
Kumari, Member of Parliament,
said, “The practice of
eliminating girl child after sex
determination has existed in Punjab for a
long time and this has resulted in a sharp
decline in the number of girls. This
practice is now spreading to other places.
I appeal to the general public to send me a
postcard if they come across any
incidents of sex determination. I will
than take necessary action.”

Play organised at the MBM Engineering College at Jodhpur

All the respondents agreed that the
practice of sex determination was a
serious issue given the rapid decline that
is being witnessed in the child sex ratio in
the State. And while a majority of them
attributed the decline to the practice of
sex determination, some respondents felt
it was due to infant and child mortality. A
majority of them were of the opinion that
the issue should be dealt with by
educating society and implementing the
Law which regulates this practice.

oath that I will never get involved in sex
determination tests and also discourage
people who come for it.” Dr. Minal
Solanki, Gynecologist.
“Law should be enforced and it should
not remain on paper. Strong action
should be taken against the person
involved in the malpractice.” Navneet,
Student.

Comments from the audience :

“General public should be informed
about the PCPNDT Act and the person
involved should be severely punished.”
Dr. Vandana Batra, Gynecologist.

“I am a gynecologist and I have taken an

“First of all, centres involved in sex

The event was jointly ogranized by a
consortium of civil society organizations
in Jodhpur including CFAR, Women
Study Centre, Indira Priyadarshani
Santhan, Mahila Congress, Perl Ladies
Group and Terapanthi Mahila Mandal. q
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Celebrating the girl child
"The felicitation boosted my confidence"
This was the reaction of Sahu Devi who
gave birth to twin baby girls while adding
that, "It will also help me and my family
to raise my daughters with pride and selfesteem".
Similarly, Sumer Kawar, wife of Ganga
Singh, Jodhpur, who had given birth to
her third baby girl said, "I had not felt
happy when my third daughter was born
as we wanted a male child. However, the
felicitation that my husband and I
received here has certainly made us feel
proud. It was my husband who took our
daughter to the ceremony. He was very
happy with the felicitation".
Sahu Devi and Sumer Kawar were
among the more than 120 mothers who
had come with their baby girls to
celebrate their birth at the Umed Hospital
on 2nd September 2010 in Jodhpur. The
event was organized by CFAR, Umed
Hospital and Medical and Health
Department, Jodhpur.
Dr. Ramesh Mathur, CMHO, Jodhpur
said, “This is a good initiative to celebrate
Dausa: Monitoring of centres
A district-wide survey of 32 ultrasound
centres was jointly conducted by the
District PCPNDT Cell-Dausa, CFAR and
MMSVS to update their information on
centres providing ultrasound facilities.
During the survey the ultrasound
machine in Madhur Hospial, in Bandikui
was sealed because it was being operated
by an unauthorized person and a
complaint was also filed against the
centre.
Similarly, a complaint was filed against
the Gomti X-Ray and Diagnostic Centre,
in Mahuwa because it had got its
registration cancelled in 2008 but had not
informed the Appropriate Authority
about the status of its ultrasound machine
to date.
The ultrasound machine at Kiran Nursing
Home in Mahuwa was also sealed
because the owner had transferred the
ultrasound machine to this centre after the
registration of his earlier centre was
cancelled in 2008.

the birth of new born baby girls and
felicitate their mothers. Similar functions
should be held at regular
intervals”.

girl child".
Smt. Aruna Chowdhury, "It is good that
we are celebrating the birth of new born
baby girls on the auspicious day of

D r. D . R . D a b i ,
Superintendent, Umed
Hospital said, "This is a
unique event that has
been organized for the
very first time in this
hospital. It will certainly
raise the self-esteem of
the mothers".
Smt Sunita Daga, SDM,
Jodhpur added, "By
celebrating the birth of
baby girls we have
Proud father: Ganga Singh being felicitated by Dr. D R Dabee
demonstrated that we
Janmashtami. Being a member of the
are proud parents of girl children.”
District Advisory Committee I request
Smt. Asha Bothra, Meera Sansthan, all of you to refrain from opting for sex
"Women should be given a place in determination tests".
society and the Law should be enforced
to prevent sex determination. We are Bhawna, wife of Jorawar Singh, said, “I
imparting training to AWWs and telling think my daughter is very lucky because I
them about the rights of women and the have been felicitated due to her”. q

News in brief
Jhunjhunu: Centres escape legal
action
The Newsletter has learnt that legal
complaints have not been filed against
Chakrapani Hospital and Sharma
Hospital in Jhunjhunu district for
conducting sex determination test on a
decoy client.
When the matter was raised with the ADP
he opined that there were no grounds for
filing a case. Similarly, when the
Advisory Committee was consulted on
the matter relating to Sharma Hospital
they didn't feel there was adequate
grounds for a legal complaint.
Jodhpur: Action against centres
In Jodhpur, the Deputy CMHO has
sealed ultrasound machines at Varun Rog
Nidan Sewa, Sanjivani Hospital and S D
Diagnostic Centre. These 3 centres had
not applied for the renewal of their

registration, which had expired in 2007
and were claiming that the machines at
their centres were not in use.
Jaipur: State Inspection Team files
legal complaints
The State Inspection Team (SIT) has
filed legal complaints against
9 ultrasound centres in Jaipur for
offences ranging from poor maintenance
of records and non-display of
registration certificate to appointing
unqualified person to operate the
ultrasound machine. The inspections
of these centres were carried out
between November 2009 and February
2010.
Complaint has also been filed against
two ultrasound centres in Jaipur that had
conducted sex determination test on a
decoy client in February of this year. The
Newsletter has learnt that complaints
against these centres were filed in July
and August 2010. q
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Family with a difference
Basanti, who lives by the courage of her conviction
Basanti Devi, 38, lives in a joint family
with her husband Mishri Lal Kachwa
(40), and two daughters - Komal 13 years
and Manisha 11 years. Both the daughters
are mentally challenged.

the same disorder. Basanti however did
not consider his “advice.”
For some time both the girls used to go to
a school for children of special needs in

They live with her in-laws,
brother-in-law, sister-in-law and
their children-two boys and a girl
in Chokha village of Jodhpur.
When Basanti gave birth to the
second daughter, her family
members extended full support to
her. Basanti feels that she would
not have been able to cope with
the care of her two children and
her job as an Anganwadi Worker
if her husband and in-laws had
not been supportive.
Basanti has been working as an
AWW for the past 11 years at
Chokha-I in Jodhpur district and her
husband is employed with a private
company in the district. Her in-laws run a
kirana shop in the village.
Despite many people goading her to have
a son including a so-called “doctor” in
Jodhpur, who told her that if she gave
birth to a male child he would not have
Only radiologists and sonologists should
be permitted to practice from centres
registered under the PCPNDT Act. If
other doctors are found to be using
ultrasound machines they should be
punished. ADM, Dungarpur.
Absence of action against unregistered
centres clearly shows a lack of
seriousness on the part of the
administration to implement the Law.
Officials publicize minutes of the

Basanti with her two daughters Komal and Manisha

Jodhpur but Basanti took them out
because she felt the school was not giving
adequate care and attention to her
daughters. Basanti is now planning to
send both the daughters to another school
called Astha in Jodhpur.
Basanti also approached officials in
Jodhpur for government assistance but

Readers write back ...
meetings but no field work is actually
done by them. Tirth Ram Sharma,
Retd. Suptd., Session Court, Barmer.
A complete understanding of the issue is
required by the government and NGOs
for the successful implementation of the
PCPNDT Act. The recent efforts made by

could not get the entitlement on the
grounds that both she and her husband are
employed.
In this context Basanti pointed out that in
her village Chokha, “Every
family has at least one girl child
and you will find more daughters
than sons in this village. This
shows that people from this
village have not opted for sex
determination test.”
However, Basanti, does not deny
the fact that there are instances
when families are taking recourse
to the sex determination tests.
“Now fewer women are coming
to me to ask about such facilities.
And as for the few women whom
I refuse to entertain, I do not
really know where do they go and
who they approach when I turn down
their request for such a service.”
Chokha village in Mandor block of
Jodhpur district has about 2000 families
and a population of 5500. Most of the
residents are contractors or working as
laborers in the nearby mines. q
us in Dausa to implement the Law is one
such example. Munindra Sharma,
PCPNDT Coordinator, Dausa.
Through the last edition of the
Newsletter we came to know that it is
important for VHSC members to raise
the issue of sex determination in ward
sabha meetings. We have decided to
collaborate with the VHSC and raise this
issue in the next ward sabha. Bharat
Rawal, Doosra Dashak, Pali. q
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