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An urgent need to revamp strategies
Even as various efforts ranging from
sudden inspections to the audit of Form-F
are being made to discipline registered
ultrasound centers, unethical medical

conducted in Chittorgarh and Jodhpur
district in December 2010. These
operations also disproved the claims of
service providers that sex determination
tests are no longer being
conducted in their districts and
that families are going to
neighboring districts to get the
test done.
Clearly new strategies are
needed to rein in persistent
offenders. One strategy must be
that of regular recces of
ultrasound centers based on the
feedback of NGOs, CBOs and
grassroots functionaries to nab
errant service providers.

Health Minister Sh. Aimaduddin Ahmed Khan greets
a girl child during a meeting on PCPNDT Act in Jaipur

practitioners are still finding ways to
conduct sex determination tests because
it is a very lucrative business for many of
them.
This was reinforced by decoy operations

Even a series of recces recently
conducted by a group of NGOs
had found doctors agreeing to
conduct sex determination tests
on decoy clients in Chittorgarh,
Jodhpur and Jaipur districts for
rates ranging from Rs.3,000 to
10,000.

Moreover, in Jaipur a few centers either
refused to entertain the request for a sex
determination test or referred the case to
centers located on the outskirts of the city.
A clear indication that regular

Another first for Rajasthan
Until now ultrasound machines
that were sealed during
inspections for conducting sex
determination tests and other
offences under the PCPNDT Act
were left in the centers, though
fears were often voiced on the
possible use and misuse of these
machines.
To counter these concerns the
Medical and Health Department,
Tonk, has opened a malkana at
the CMHO office, to ensure the
custody of sealed ultrasound
machines. Two ultrasound

inspections by state and district
authorities have succeeded in impacting
centers operating in urban areas.
But this alone will not suffice. Other
strategies are required alongside
including the monitoring of sales of new

"Free Rajasthan of sex
determination"
During a recent interaction with the
District Appropriate Authorities, Dr.
Samit Sharma, Chairman State
Appropriate Authority, asked them to
swing into action and produce
concrete results in order to eliminate
sex determination in Rajasthan.
Dr. Sharma also worked out a plan of
action to take the initiative forward.
and old ultrasound machines with
suppliers being compelled to send
quarterly report of sales as required under
the Law. Periodic surveys must also be
done to track the use of ultrasound
machines operating from unregistered
places. And more importantly, focused
partnerships are
needed between
government, NGOs, CBOs and civil
society to ensure that all aspects of the
PCPNDT Act are being implemented. q
machines have brought to this center
since it was opened on 14th Feb
2011.
Commenting on the initiative to
open the malkhana, Sh. Praveen
Choudhary, PCPNDT
Coordinator, Tonk said, “An
accused cannot be allowed to have
possession of an object/property
through which a crime has been
committed. According to Section
451 of Cr.PC any equipment which
is used in a crime must be taken
into custody. When an ultrasound
machine is sealed for the violations
committed under the PCPNDT Act

Newly opened malkana in Tonk district

continued on page 7
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"Next Census will show a further decline"
It is indeed heartening that the practice of
sex determination and the declining child
sex ratio is getting the attention of elected
Vidhan Sabha question no. 1003
 What is the present sex ratio in
Rajasthan? Give a district wise
breakup.
 Is it correct that private hospitals
are eliminating female foetus after
detecting the sex through
ultrasound? If yes, then what
action has been taken against such
doctors in the last two years?
representatives in Rajasthan. In March of
last year questions relating to the
implementation of the PCPNDT Act
were raised by a MLA from
Sriganganagar. And this year Sh.
Kalicharan Saraf (MLA) and Sh. Mohan

Lal Gupta (MLA) have raised questions
on the misuse of ultrasound machines
and missing girls in Rajasthan Assembly.
While speaking to the Newsletter on
what inspired him to raise this issue, Sh.
Kalicharan Saraf said, "Being an elected
representative I am concerned about the
declining number of girls in the state.
This issue needs to be dealt with by
enforcing the Law and creating
awareness among the general public.
He further suggested that, "All of us need
to change the attitude among people that
only boys run can manage the family and
not girls. The whole social structure will
collapse if the declining child sex ratio is
not controlled. There is a need to start
more and more welfare schemes for girls
and women to improve their social status.
"The Government should come forward
to implement the Law and create

What others expect from the Census...
Dr. M.L. Jain, Director (RCH)
"I can't give a definite figure but I feel we
will see a definite improvement in the
CSR due to the various interventions that
have been done. Already two small
studies done by NGOs reveal that public
is aware on the issue because of the
monthly inspections by district teams,
decoy operations and the sealing and
seizure of ultrasound machines".
Sh. Ritish Tiwari, State PCPNDT Cell
"In 1991 the CSR was 916 and in 2001 it
was 909 but it is difficult to make an
assessment because the Census is based
on a ten year period and we have been
working only for three years. However, I
am certain we will see an improvement
because a technology that was easily
accessible has become difficult to access
over the last three years due to the efforts
of the government and NGOs. Both
supply and demand have been impacted.
Even one point improvement in the data
will have an impact".
Dr. Yatinder Singh, CMHO-II, Jaipur
"There will no doubt be a definite
improvement in the CSR in Census 2011.

But the Law has to be strictly enforced if
we want to see better results. If action is
quickly taken on the cases that are
pending in court against clinics and
doctors it will have a definite impact on
the public".
Smt. Lad Kumari Jain, Activist
"I don't think there will much of a change
because the kinds of awareness programs
we are doing are one time activities. No
follow ups or analysis has been done of
the impact of the awareness building
done so far. So the effect of the work done
so far will at best be seen in Census 2021
not 2011".
Dr. Rajeev Gupta, Fortis Escort
Hospital
"Awareness on the issues of female
foeticide and disappearing girls has
increased but whether this translates into
a change in mindset is very difficult to
judge. Ten years is too short a period to
judge this. However two things have
happened in Rajasthan: literacy which
has gone up in the last 20 years and a
slight fall in girl child mortality. Both
these factors will impact the CSR".

Sh. Kalicharan Saraf, MLA

awareness among the general public.
And they should take steps to stop the
misuse of ultrasound machines and take
stringent action against the accused".
In his opinion Census 2011 will see a fall
in the child sex ratio in the state. He also
suggested that the work being done in
Madhya Pradesh to improve the deficit in
the child sex ratio be replicated in
Rajasthan. q
Dr. Mala Airun, N. H. Hospital
"I do expect an improvement of 0.2%
because in urban areas girls are getting to
be valued and young couples want girls
and they really value them. But there are
couples who still keep trying for a boy.
People are not internalizing the issue.
These figures have no meaning to them.
They feel it is someone else's issue not
theirs".
D r. P a w a n S u r a n a , F o r m e r
Chairperson, Women Commission
"It is a matter of sadness but I don't think
this Census data will show an
improvement. We are not doing enough;
and what we are doing we are not doing
properly. If we were there should have
been a change in mindsets".
Sh. Sunil Thomas, UNFPA, Rajasthan
"We are optimistic about the Census
because the SRS has shown a slight
improvement at least in the selected
districts where the focus of the Census is
on collecting gender data.
"The momentum with which sex
determination was being done in the last
few years has gradually slowed because
of the PCPNDT Act, awareness on the
issue and the efforts of civil society". q
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are frequently approached by couples
who don't want a girl child and opined
that unless their mind set is changed they
will not stop coming for such a service.
When service providers take such a
stance they forget it that it was the
medical fraternity that had openly
advertized such facilities in the 90s and
given people the option of selecting the
sex of their child.

A consultation held with medical practitioners in Sikar

A questionable stance...
At workshops recently held in Dausa,
Sikar and Chittorgarh, medical
practitioners blamed the attitude of the
general public for the appalling child sex
ratio in the State and argued that
enforcing the PCPNDT Act to prohibit
sex determination tests cannot be a long
term solution to reducing gender
discrimination and the "unwantedness"
towards the girl child.

What they refused to accept was the fact
that the principle aim of the PCPNDT Act
was to regulate the misuse of a
technology like ultrasound and prohibit
sex determination and sex selection and
not that of changing the mindset of the
general public and the preference for a
male child.
To reinforce their point of view many of
the service providers spoke of how they

Bar Council takes a step forward
Under the leadership of Sh. Navrang
Chowdhury, President, Rajasthan Bar
Council, Jodhpur, a group of over
250 advocates participated in a
signature campaign and took an
oath against the practice of sex
determination in Sri Ganganagar.

campaign in a district like Sri
Ganganagar, which has one of the lowest
CSR in the state.

Perhaps the next step would be for
advocates to refrain from arguing on
behalf of those booked under the
PCPNDT Act. This would undoubtedly
give momentum to the girl child

At a time when the child sex ratio is on the
decline giving service providers the
option of conducting sex determination
tests till the attitude of public towards the
girl child changes is clearly not an option.
More importantly, how can an awareness
campaign be effective when service
providers continue to entertain requests
for sex determination tests? q

State hardens stand on
implementation
During 2010-11 the State PCPNDT Cell
conducted 44 sudden inspections and
decoy operations in the state and sealed
and seized ultrasound machines and
related documents of 43 centers.
On 9th March 2011 a meeting of the State
Advisory Committee was called to take
stock of the situation.

The ceremony was jointly
organized by SKSS and the
PCPNDT Cell, Sri Ganganagar on
13th December 2010.
The ceremony concluded with
commitments being made by each
of the advocates to support the
campaign against the sex
determination and not to get
involved in it by any way with those
involved in conducting sex
determination tests.

They also forget that when a medical
person conducts a sex determination test
s/he is not only indulging in a crime but is
also aggravating the problem by
facilitating people's mindset which is
patriarchal in nature.

In the meeting, the State Appropriate
Authority cancelled the registration of
seven ultrasound centers, including two
centers that were caught during the decoy
operations in Jaipur last year.
Advocates signing pledge in Sri Gaganagar

Sh. Chowdhury said, "There are 214 Bar
Councils in Rajasthan in which over fifty
thousand lawyers are registered. I feel
young lawyers are interested in being
associated with the issue of sex
determination and gender
discrimination. Therefore, We can expect
good results from them." q

The State is also intending to review the
inspections conducted in 2010 by the
Appropriate Authorities at the district
and sub district level in Churu, Sikar and
Jhunjhunu.
Their decision to reopen the machines
that they took in consultation with the
members of the District Advisory
Committee despite serious violations
will also be reviewed. q
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Centers without machines
also have no scruples of aiding people
requesting sex determination tests as their
centers are neither monitored nor

seized their records. But it does not seem
to be have impacted them in any way.

Photo: Courtesy Ecat Bodhgram

Though the PCPNDT Act has been in
force since 1996 there are several places
like Jodhpur that are openly displaying
boards that advertize the
availability of ultrasound
facilities. Moreover, these
centers are not on the list of 98
registered ultrasound centers
in the district.
But it is not clear from these
advertisements if the centers
do indeed have their own
machines. This can be
clarified only through a
physical verification of the
center. In most cases these
centers operate as commission
agents and refer patients to
centers known to them for
ultrasound tests.

In the State capital Jaipur the
story is different. Here there
are
few centers that are
registered under the Act
though they don't have
ultrasound machines.
Surprisingly a few of them
were granted registration in
2010 by when the district
authority should have known
the registration procedure.

The question here is, what
could be the intention and
purpose of having registered
centers without ultrasound
machines. It appears that these
centers either invite doctors
Registration granted to this center to do ultrasound has been
with ultrasound machines or
cancelled as the center was not adhering to the PCPNDT Act
This is indeed a dangerous
refer patients to a nearby
situation, one that calls for immediate inspected. In June 2010 the State center for ultrasound testing. Both
action because the only motive of a Inspection Team (SIT) had visited a few practices are treated as violation under
commission agent is to earn money. They such centers operating in Jodhpur and the PCPNDT Act . q

Tracking of unregistered centers
When the PCPNDT Act-1994 was
initially brought in the challenge before
the law enforcers was to register all the
"places" with a device capable of
detecting the sex of the unborn and bring
each of them under the ambit of the
PCPNDT Act. This has however proved
to be a huge challenge for law enforcers
not only in Rajasthan but in other parts of
the country too.
Very recently, authorities in Jaipur found

ultrasound machines being used at
different unregistered places. Three
ultrasound machines were located at the
residence of Dr. Arun Sharma, one was
located at Manbhag Hospital, while
another ultrasound machine was found at
Dr. Divedi's clinic in Dudu, Jaipur.
There are reports that a few ultrasound
machines are also being operated from
unregistered places in Jodhpur.

In April 2010, two government doctors
were found to be using ultrasound
machines from their residence
(unregistered place) in Jalore district.
In February 2009 the State PCPNDT Cell
had come out with an Amnesty Scheme
for centers that were doing sonography
without a registration under the PCPNDT
Act. During this grace period 20
ultrasound centers came forward and
sought amnesty. q

Should the administration be more alert?
Ultrasound machines of Rati Hospital
and the Government Hospital in Jalore,
were sealed on 26th February 2011,
following an intimation received from a
doctor and a NGO about the absence of a
performing doctor.
Dr. Minu Agrawal of Rati Hospital had in
fact sent a letter of intimation to the
Authority two months prior to the
sealing, saying that she had left the
hospital and was no longer associated as a
performing doctor.

Apparently, Brijmohan Sharma of
SARD, Reodar had also informed the
CMHO office on 5th January 2011 about
the absence of Dr. Minu Agrawal from
Rati Hospital, saying "Why was the
u ltr as o u n d mac h in e n o t s e a led
immediately after the receipt of the
intimation from the doctor.
"Who will ensure that the machine kept
in the open was not used by any person
during this period?"

The sealing was done by the Appropriate
Authority at the district level to prevent
the use of the ultrasound machine by an
unauthorized person till a new
performing doctor is appointed to
operate it.
According to Rule 13 of the PCPNDT
Act a center has to intimate changes in
employees, place or equipment to the
Appropriate Authority within a period of
thirty days of any such change. q
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"Why were the machines released"
The CJM, Jaipur has asked the Dy.
CMHO, Jaipur to explain why he
had opened the sealed ultrasound
machines of Saket Hospital and
Shivani Fertility Centre. And why
the order for canceling the
registration was taken back.

This interim order of the court is on
the lines of the release of ultrasound
machines by a CMHO that were
sealed by the same NIMC team a
day before (29th June 2007) in
Bhilwara district of Rajasthan.

An ultrasound machine that has
been sealed for violations
committed under the PCPNDT Act
can not be opened on the advice of
Advisory Committee members.

Opposing the release Tara Ahluwali
of BMCS had served a 15 day
notice to the Appropriate Authority
and when no response was
forthcoming she filed a complaint
against one of the three centers.

NIMC had sealed the machines of
Saket Hospital and Shivani
Fertility Centre on grounds of
irregularities on 30th June 2007, in
Jaipur.

The State PCPNDT Cell had on 11th
January 2010 issued an office order
to the CMHO telling him to file
complaints against the remaining
two centers. q

Report published in Dainik Bhasker, Jaipur on 19th February

"Use Cr.PC only for seal and seizure"
During a visit to Bharatpur on 31st
January and 1st February 2011 members
of the National Inspection and
Monitoring Committee (NIMC)
conducted sudden inspections at
ultrasound centers in the district.
The team sealed the ultrasound machines
and documents belonging to Gopal
Clinic, Arora Hospital and M. G.
Hospital after inconsistencies were found
in their Form-F.
However, the machines that were sealed
under Cr.PC were unsealed by the court
after taking bonds of Rs. 6 lakh from
Arora Hospital and M. G. Hospital and
Rs. 20 lakh from Gopal Clinic.
According to Sh. Praveen Kumar,
PCPNDT Coordinator, Bharatpur, an
accused under Cr.PC can appeal in the
court for the release of his/her sealed
ultrasound machine. This was what was
done in these cases. The hospitals can use
the machines till the court gives its
judgment on this matter.
Commenting on the release of the
machine s under Cr.PC Sh. Vijay
Bhatnagar, an advocate, who has been
consistently working on this issue said,
"When an accused makes an appeal in
court for the release of his/her
sealed/seized ultrasound machine the

Commenting on the provision that
provides for appeal by an accused
for the release of machine Sh. Vijay
Bhatnagar, advocate said:
"In the initial phase same
Appropriate Authority used to both
seal and release the machine.
Because of a better understanding
of the PCPNDT Law this practice
has now been stopped.
Now the accused are going in
appeal to the honorable court for its
release under Cr.PC. In my opinion
no court under the PCPNDT Act
has jurisdiction to release the
machine. Only the Appropriate
Authority can do so under the
PCPNDT Act.
Provisions of the Cr.PC should be
applied only for search and seizure
and thereafter Rule 19 and Section
21 of the PCPNDT Act should be
applied. Anybody aggrieved by the
decision of the District Appropriate
Authority may appeal to the State
Appropriate Authority for its
release under Rule 19."
concerned Appropriate Authority should
file a caveat in the court that sealed
machines should not be released without

hearing the Appropriate Authority."
The question that can be asked here is,
how can a court decide the fate of a clinic
and its machine unless a complaint is
filed under the PCPDNT Act by the
authority against the accused?
Dr. B. M. Bairwa, CMHO, Bharatpur,
told the Newsletter that the department
was investigating the inconsistencies
found in Form-F and that the opinion of
the State had been sought on this matter.
After the State gets back on the level of
offence the sealed documents will be
verified and appropriate action will be
taken accordingly.
The NIMC team also served show cause
notices to Bharatpur Nursing Home and
Nisha Sonography Centres and told the
district authority to cancel the
registration of Digamber Hospital where
the ultrasound machine has not in use for
the last three years.
NIMC should have constant interactions
with concerned district officials and also
do regular follow ups of the inspections
they conduct in order to keep track of the
progress made in each case. Such
monitoring would undoubtedly
strengthen the enforcement of the
PCPNDT Act. q
(We invite your feedback on this matter)
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A myth is broken
The long held belief that sex
determination tests were only done in
urban areas and availed of by
affluent and educated families
was recently disproved by field
activists and grassroot
functionaries of Mador and Luni
Panchayat Samities at a workshop
held in Jodhpur, on 7th March
2011.

areas. And people are aware that they
now have this option.

Another grassroots worker Nasim
from Badli said, “Sex
determination tests are now being
done even in rural areas. People
also know that ultrasound
machines are being misused to do
these tests. But very often
expectant mothers are under
pressure to deliver a male child so
they want to know where they can
avail of this service".

During the deliberations, VHSC
members accepted the fact that
there was discrimination against
women and girl child and also
talked about how families grieved
when a girl was born and waited
for the next delivery.
However, they did say that this
has changed in recent years because
there has been a lot of publicity on the
availability of ultrasound tests for
determining the sex of the foetus in rural

Ex-Sarpanch, Chukia Devi, Chokha felicitating
Uma and her daughter

Antima, a grassroots worker from
Golasni said, "Ten years ago when I had
started working families used to be upset

The audit: a critical component
Since January 2009 CFAR has been
auditing Form-F of six districts of
Rajasthan-Alwar, Barmer, Bhilwara,
Jaisalmer, Jhunjhunu and Sirohi with
support from the State PCPNDT Cell and
NGO partners. Over one lakh Form-F
have been audited between 2009-10 with
the objective of extending support to state
and district officials in enforcing the Law.
Sh. Hardayal Singh, In-charge, State
PCPNDT Cell, Rajasthan said, "The
audit of Form-F is an important
component of the efforts that are being
made to ensure the implementation of the
PCPNDT Act because it tells you if the
registered ultrasound centers are
maintaining their records. A Gujarat High
Court order, issued in this regard had
stressed that any deficiency or inaccuracy
in forms is a major offence. An audit can
tell you if a center is maintaining its
records or not and if yes at what level.
"The audit conducted by CFAR in six
districts is very useful. The department
has suggested to CFAR to bring out
supplementary information from the
audit which will detail the information in

when a girl was born and they would wait
till the next delivery. Nowadays, women
in rural areas are aware that in urban areas
ultrasound machines are used to
determine the sex of a child".

the forms.
"During the zonal workshops which were
organized by the Department and
UNFPA, we along with CFAR orientated
the Appropriate Authorities on Form-F.
This will help to implement the
provisions of the Law.
Sh. Prithviraj Singh, PCPNDT
Coordinator, Sirohi, "The audit report
has been very useful and now we have
started doing it at our own level.
However it is not possible for us to look at
each form minutely. The report has
helped us to monitor the centers that were
irregular in sending Form-F. At present
every center is giving complete
information about the pregnant women".
Sh. Hemant Sharma, PCPNDT
Coordinator, Alwar, "The benefit of the
audit report was that it enabled us to serve
notices to eight ultrasound centers that
were irregular in sending Form-F. At a
workshop recently held in Alwar we told
the centers that we would approach the
court if they don't take the Form-F
seriously. My suggestion is that the audit
findings should be shared with us at

While the above may be true field
activists like Ramjot and
Bhanwari, also spoke of how girl
child celebrations have sent out
the message to mothers and
families of new born girls that they
have the support of the community.
In fact it is not unusual for many young
mothers to come on their own for a
badhai patra. q
regular interval and not at the end of the
year".
S h . Vi k r a m S i n g h , P C P N D T
Coordinator, Barmer, "We are taking the
2009 audit report very seriously and also
making full use of it. Due to this there has
been an increase of 33 percent in the
number of Form-F in 2010".
Smt. Renu Bhati, PCPNDT Coordinator,
Jaisalmer, "After looking at the audit
report I have learnt how to do an audit of
Form-F. I have done the audit of forms
received in 2011 and focused on the
points that CFAR had highlighted in its
report. This has really helped us in
monitoring the ultrasound centers".
Sh. Ram Swroop, PCPNDT Coordinator,
Bhilwara, "Based on the audit report
given to us for the year 2009 by CFAR,
we have started regular monitoring of
centers who were irregular in sending
Form-F. Because of this, the centers are
filling every column carefully and the
number of clinics that were under
reporting has come down. Based on the
audit report the Advisory Committee also
decided to cancel the registration of 11
centers".q

7
Replicating the Rajasthan experience
Inspired by the initiative taken by NGOs
against the practice of sex determination
in Rajasthan and the positive response the
issue has received from the state and
district administrations, Nathu Bhai an
activist from Surat (Gujarat) is
attempting to replicate the Rajasthan
experience in Surat which has over 460
registered ultrasound centers.
“Till I participated in a 'Learning Site'
conducted by CFAR in September 2010
in Rajasthan I did not know that the sharp
decline in the number of girls is being
caused by the misuse of a technology like
ultrasound. And that there is a Law which

prohibits sex selection and sex
determination tests".
Nathu Bhai with support from H P Mishra
of CSD, Ahmedabad has collected data
relating to the number of girls at birth and
also conducted a survey to ascertain the
number of registered and unregistered
ultrasound centers in Surat. To their
surprise they found over 3000 machines
being operated from unregistered places
in the district.
Consequent to this they conducted an
audit of Form-F and shared the evidence
with the Appropriate Authority. When the

Another first for Rajasthan...
Continued from page 1

it is important to detain the machines in
order to prevent its use and misuse till a
court order is issued".

What the PCPNDT Act says
about search and seizure?

He went on to say, "The Law requires us
to inform the court within 24 hours of the
the seizure of the ultrasound machine.
The accused can then go in appeal to the
court for its release.

Section-30 (1) of the PCPNDT Act
talks about power vested in the
Appropriate Authority to search and
seizure.

"The court will then call the authority to
know if the property should be released
or not.
"An ultrasound machine should not be
released when the investigation is
pending and till a complaint is filed with
the Judicial Magistrate".
Machines can be taken into custody on
'reason to believe'

Section-30 (2) of the PCPNDT Act
clearly mentions that - The
Provisions of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974) relating
to searches and seizures shall, so far
as may be, apply to every search or
seizure made under this Act.
Rule 12 under the PNDT Rules
clarifies the procedure for search and
seizure.

Regarding the sealing of the ultrasound
I want to thank the Newsletter for its
continuous updates on the issue of the girl
child. Keep it up please. Sh. Naveen
Jain, District Collector and
Magistrate, Baran.
I congratulate you on your efforts to
discourage sex determination tests and
promote the welfare of the girl child. May
I suggest that the lack of social security is
the root cause of such thinking. Please
advocate measures to promote social
security. Dr. S S Chhina, Director
IIIEDS, Amritsar.

Readers write back ...
I liked the concerns raised on the
PCPDNT Act particularly the issue,
relating to clinics in Chittorgarh. Siraj
Mohammad, Gramin Vikas Sansthan,
Udaipur.
Implementation of the PCPNDT Act got
a new dimension after the appointment of
coordinators in Rajasthan. Over 150
complaints have been filed since then.
No case was filed earlier. Kapil

Appropriate Authority failed to respond
to their findings decoys were sent to
suspected ultrasound centers with the
help of the media.
Commenting on his findings Nathu Bhai
said, "The decoy operations clearly
showed how easy it is to get a sex
determination test done in the district.
The lack of adherence to the PCPNDT
Act and the inadequacy of the efforts that
are being made to prohibit the practice
was also obvious. Monitoring needs to be
strengthened and officials will have to
really act to stop sex determination tests
and save the girl child". q
machine of Ashish Hospital and its
removal to the malkhana for incomplete
Form-F (patient signature missing), Sh.
Praveen Choudhary said, "An
incomplete Form-F amounts to the
conducting of a sex determination test
and it is now up to Ashish Hospital to
prove that they have not conducted the
test".
"In another case, the registration of Dr.
Sangita Jain Sonography Center issued
under the PCPNDT Act was cancelled in
2006 at the owner's request.
The machine has however been lying
open at the center since then. Since the
center is not registered at present no
ultrasound machine should be kept there.
Therefore it was taken into custody as a
preventive measure.
If the owner wants to take back his/her
machines they have to get fresh
registration under the Act". q
Parashar, PCPNDT Coordinator,
Karauli.
The issue that the organization has raised
is quite serious. The number of missing
girls is forcing us to think what will
happen to our country which is so strong
in patriarchy, if we continue with this
kind of gender discrimination.
Hundreds of personalities like Kalpana
Chawla, Indira Gandhi and P. T. Usha are
being eliminated. Syed Islamuddin
Khan, Journalist, Alwar. q
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Not all parents want a male child

"A family is not complete without a daughter"
When the Newsletter team visited the
District Hospital Dausa on 23rd February
2011 to meet the mothers of new born
girls we found that eleven males and
three female babies had been delivered
during the last two days.

When asked about the stress she had to
deal with Santra said, "You can make out
from the support and care that my in-laws
and husband are giving me at the
hospital".

complete without a daughter. The couple
had been trying for a daughter for several
years but she was born only after three
sons.
They have now approached Geeta Devi
an aganwadi worker for sterilization.

The visit was made to understand the
pressures the parents, particularly the

The Newsletter team then visited
Santhal village of Dausa district where
they met 27 years old Mamta who had

Kallo Bano

Santra Devi

Mamta

young mothers, had faced during their
pregnancy to deliver a male child.

two daughters. The first daughter is five
years old and the second daughter is four
months old.

died just before the delivery. It was a
cesarean. Two years later Santra
delivered a girl child and everybody
celebrated her birth. It was again a
cesarean.

The team interacted with Chhoti Devi, a
24 years old mother from Dausa who had
delivered a girl child a day before at the
hospital.
She told us that this was her first child and
that she and her husband Navratan are
very happy to be blessed with a daughter.
Chhoti said that they had wanted a
daughter and that they will give a
meaningful name to their daughter and
also do a kua pujan.
Another 21 year old mother Santra had
delivered her second child, a girl. Her
first child is a male who is one and half
years old.

Everybody in the family welcomed the
birth of the first daughter but when
Mamta conceived for the second time
they wanted a male child.
Mamta said, “Sometime the mindset and
expectations of family members for a
male child get so intensified that the
mother also gets carried away".
Nevertheless Mamta and her husband
Dinesh were excited about the birth of
their second daughter.
Kallo Bano (27) and Chuttan (30) from
the same village felt that a family was not

Santra Devi (36) and Nandkishore (41)
had a terrible time when their first child

Nandkishore was then advice by relatives
and friends that if they were trying for
third time Santra should undergo a sex
determination test because a third
cesarean could be risky and they should
not take a chance.
Santra Devi and Nandkishore decided
not to go for a sex determination test and
to accept the baby regardless of its sex.
The couple was blessed with another
daughter and a few months later Santra
Devi underwent sterilization. q
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