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A Certain
Momentum

Taking decisions to the ground
forms will be given to
us, I hope written
instructions are sent to
the concerned
departments so that they
are in a position to act on
this decision and give us
the Form-F”.

Even as we are rolling out the third
Newsletter there is sufficient evidence on
the ground that at every level multiple
initiatives and responses, some big, some
small, are being undertaken by State and
non- State actors.
Diehards may say that it is making no
difference but there is no denying the fact
that a certain momentum has set in and
more importantly there is growing
realization at all levels that the issues of
sex determination and sex selection can
no longer be ignored. This Newsletter
tries to capture some of these initiatives.
The first segment of this Newsletter looks
at the “Winds of Change”, the small and
critical breakthroughs and dents that are
being made because it has caught the
attention and concern of not just NGOs
but also the State, the medical fraternity
and communities.
This Newsletter is bringing forward their
voices, comments and concerns on the
issue.
The second segment of the Newsletter
asks the big question, “Will the present
response suffice? Even as it looks at the
“Persistent challenges” that are
hampering progress ranging from apathy
and leniency on the part of those who
should be enforcing the law to duplicity
and deception by operators of ultrasound
machines and not but not least a growing
criminal nexus between grassroots
functionaries and unethical doctors.
Besides this we have all our regular
features, a new column on the schemes
available for the girl child and a
revamped space for your feedback in
which the best letter will be highlighted.
So do write in with your opinions,
concerns and suggestions. We look
forward to hearing from you. q

The issue:
 Form-F will be made available to
mother/field NGOs/civil society
organizations working in the area of
the girl child.
 Awareness building of VHSC
members on the PCPNDT Act.
 To call a meeting of manufacturers/
suppliers of ultrasound machines.

It may not be an exaggeration to say that
if there is strong commitment on the issue
of sex determination and sex selection
things can happen as we have seen in the
three decisions taken by the State
Appropriate Authority consequent to the
Health Minister's directive that the law
should be implemented seriously.

Civil society's response...
On Form-F:
Sh. Yogesh Jain, Prayatn, Jaipur, “If this
decision regarding Form-F is not
implemented by the administration we
should again approach the government
and as civil society organizations send
another set of petitions to the government
seeking access to them.”
Ms. Ritu Tiwari, Cecondecon, Jaipur,
“Now that an official stand has been
taken to give us Form-F let us hope
nothing will come between us and the
administration and that the Form-F is
indeed given to us”.
Sh. Hakim, Vihaan, Jaipur, “Even while
the government is declaring that these

Sh. Om Prakash
Kulheri, Culp, Jaipur,
“Actually we are
partnering the
government and taking
on the hard work of
auditing Form-F. It is in
this spirit that the FormF should be given to us”
On awareness building:
Sh. Yogesh Jain, “We have to
demonstrate that the training looks good
not only on paper but in actual practice.
We have to also make sure that, more than
training the VHSC on the issue, it should
get incorporated into the agendas of the
VHSC meetings”.
Sh. Hakim, “I hope this decision gets
reflected on the ground. If the department
gives proper training to VHSC members
on this issue, we will certainly witness
changes on the ground”.
On meeting with manufacturers/
suppliers:
Sh. Yogesh Jain, “It is mandatory for
manufacturers/ suppliers of ultrasound
machines to furnish quarterly list of
buyers to the department. These lists
should be shared with NGOs because if
we have this information we can support
the government in putting pressure on
manufacturers/suppliers of ultrasound
machines who are not adhering to the
provisions of the law.”
Comment: We have not heard the last
word on these decisions. So watch out for
this space because more will be heard on
them. From our side we need to do our bit
to spread awareness on these decisions
and monitor them to ensure they are
indeed taken forward. q
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Moving in the right direction

Winds of change ...


Sh. Niraj K. Pawan, District Collector, “The kind of decision I took is necessary
and important for two reasons....”



Dr. Shailly Agarwal, Sonologist, “I am no longer associated with….”



Dr. Prakash Singhi, Chairman, IMA, Abu Road, Sirohi, “Their (doctors)
names will be removed….”



Sh. R. K. Siddh, Advisory Committee member, “The department had not
received any reports from the hospital…”



Sh. Pitamber Das, father of a girl child, “If everyone wanted only a son what
would happen?”



Mitali Vyas, Student, “Elders in the family keep saying a son will…”

Leading from the front
The issue:
 Rejection of three applications for
failing to produce training/
experience certificates from affiliated
organizations.

Given the fact that the District Collector
of Karauli, Sh. Niraj K. Pawan, continues
to be in the news for not permitting
doctors without appropriate training to
operate ultrasound machine and is doing
so despite being pressured by the
influential sections to re-open the clinics,
he is clearly demonstrating his
commitment to the cause.
Speaking about this he said “I do
understand that ultrasound machines are
required for detecting other health
problems but when it is misused against
humanity then the kind of action I took is
necessary and important for two reasons.
One is to protect the girl child and the
other is to ensure that the directives of the
Supreme Court are respected.”
Explaining the pressures that are being
exerted on him, he told us that
representatives of civil society
organizations like the Rotary Club, Lions
Club, Rajput Samaj, Agarwal Samaj,
Maheshwari Samaj, Jain Samaj and
Muslim groups had met him and
requested him to reopen the clinics and
had even assured him in writing that the
clinics would not be involved in any
unethical practices.

He was also confident that all the steps he
had taken were proving beneficial. “The
initial feedback from the community
suggests that sex determination has come
to a halt in
Karauli and I am
confident that the
next birth data
will show an
increase in the
number of girls
that are born.”

“The PCPNDT Act also specifies that the
operators must have six months hands on
training or 12 months experience in
sonography or image scanning.
“In the light of this development, it may
be advisable to re-scrutinize the
certification of those who are already
registered and those found lacking in
training should be required to again
undergo training”.
Medical practitioners:
However, doctors persisted with their
doubts on the issue. Speaking about this,
Dr. Suresh Garg, Asha Sonography
Centre, Hindaun City, Karauli, said, “We
are ready to undergo six months of
training, as stipulated under the Act to get
the proper registration certificate and
operate an ultrasound machine. What is
not clear to us is which institutes we
should approach for training. Is it not
possible for the government to give us a

Supporting the
district adminitrations stance,
Sh. Kal Singh, The team that is leading the initiative: District Collector Sh. Niraj K. Pawan
D i r e c t o r,
(centre), CMHO Dr. J.L. Verma (right) and the PCPNDT Co-ordinator
Sh. Kapil Parashar in Karauli
P C P N D T
Government of
India, said, “The
list of institutes that they have faith and
district administration has got very clear trust in where we can go for training?”
instructions to implement the law at the
district level because there have been Taking on the doctors:
various violations ranging from incom- Dr. Sabu George, petitioner, PCPNDT
plete Form-F to inappropriate training Act, made it very clear that the doctors
and experience certificates, The doctors were taking advantage of the ambiguities
have actually created problems for surrounding the issue and said, “If they
themselves by obtaining fake certificates are really interested and committed to
from whomsoever they came across.”
ethical issues medical associations like
FOGSI
would have got all this clarified
Sh. Ritesh Tiwari, Legal Advisor to the
years
ago.
Instead they are happy to
State PCPNDT Cell, also stated that,
“These are just excuses. As per MCI exploit these loopholes to get maximum
recent clarification the training should be benefits from the use and misuse of
from an institute recognized by a ultrasound machines. They are not
university that has affiliation to the concerned about the girl child”.
Medical Council of India.
Continued on page 3
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New precedents:

An individual response…
The issue:
 The law requires the performing
doctor to report to the Appropriate
Authority if they leave the post.

It is heartening to find that the spirit of
regulation does indeed prevail and that
there are individuals like Dr. Shailly
Agarwal Sonologist, who sent a written
application to the Appropriate Authority,
as required by the law, that she was no
longer associated with the Mahavir Trust
Hospital.

Advisory Committee members and NGO representatives in a meeting

Taking a cue from her, Sh. Babu Lal Jain,
Managing Trustee of the Mahavir
Hospital, simultaneously sent an
undertaking to the Appropriate Authority
that the ultrasound machine in the
hospital would not be used till a
performing doctor had been appointed.

Appropriate Authority swings into action

Consequent to this the Appropriate
Authority sealed the machine and
temporarily suspended the registration
for its use. q

Explaining the sealing of the ultrasound
machine located in Yuvraj Pratap Singh
Homeopathy College, Sh. R.K.Siddh,
member District Advisory Committee
Alwar said, “The department had not
received monthly reports from the
hospital for several months and when the
Advisory Committee contacted the
performing doctor, Dr. B.L. Gupta, he
replied through an affidavit that he had
not been associated with the college for a
long time. The principal of the college
however told the Advisory Committee
that no reports were sent because the
machine installed in the college was used
to give demonstrations to the students.
Moreover, it was out of order”.

…and a strong collective
resolve
The issue:
 Doctors must abide by the law.
 Monitor unethical practices by their
colleagues.

At the IMA meeting in Sirohi, Dr.
Prakash Singhi, Chairman, IMA, Abu
Road and Dr. Raj Kumar, General
Secretary of IMA, Abu Road told the
doctors that their names would be,
“removed from the memberships of the
IMA if they were found to be violating the
law”. The meeting saw doctors resolving
collectively to join issue and ensure the
implementation of the law.
This resolve was clearly evidenced when
they rejected outright a colleague, Dr.
Rajendra Chauhan's, request that he be
permitted to renew his association with
the Amar Jyoti Sonography and X-ray
Lab in Sirohi and told him not to be
associated with the Lab in any form. Dr.
Chauhan was earlier associated with the
Lab which was sealed because ultrasound
tests were being conducted by an
unqualified person. q

The issue:
 Three ultrasound clinics in Alwar
sealed for violating the PCPNDT Act.

Regarding the sealing of Shweta
Diagnostic Clinic, Sh. Siddh said that in
this case, “The clinic was regularly
sending Form-F in the name of Dr.
Mahendranath Singhal, the owner and
performing doctor of the clinic, who had
passed away almost seven months ago.
And during this period the tests were
being conducted by Dr. Mradul Singhal
who was not legally authorized to do so
by the District Appropriate Authority.
Moreover, it had failed to apply for fresh
registration as required under the
PCPNDT Act”.
A third ultrasound machine at the Rahat
Sonography Center was sealed because

the department had not received any
reports from the centre since September
2007 and most of the time it was found to
be closed.
Comment: These initiatives clearly
show that where there is a will there is a
way. However, the question that haunts
most people is what next? Should this
administrative action not be followed up
with more decisive legal action to make it
clear that no one is above the law? q
Continued from page 2

...Leading from the front
He went on to advise the government to
urgently take a decision on the matter of
training of registered medical
practitioners in sonography and image
scanning and list out the training
institutes recognized by the government.
“This will help to control and finally curb
the practice of obtaining fake training
and experience certificates by registered
medical practitioners,” he stated.
Comment: It appears that at one level
such issues should be easy to resolve but
since it is not happening perhaps we as
NGOs need to do our bit to make sure that
right and timely decisions are taken on
these matters.
You could join in this effort by finding
out how many doctors in your own town
are actually seeking this kind of
clarification. Because it is becoming
increasingly clear that this kind of debate
will get resolved only if all of us make our
opinions heard. q
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“If everyone wanted only sons what would happen?”
When Smt. Kellu Devi of Jasai village in
Barmer district, told her husband that she
felt shy about going on stage to be
felicitated for having a baby girl her
husband, Sh. Pitamber Das, had said,
“What is there to feel shy about? I am
very happy about that the village is
felicitating women who have given birth
to daughters. If everyone wanted only
sons what would happen? Without a girl
you cannot have a boy.”

Smt. Godavri, of Hathama village said,
“Mothers and their new born girls are

why mothers will not be supporting their
daughters.”

This was no ordinary statement. It was
linked to the growing sentiment shared
by more than 40 couples that the girlchild is invaluable and must be nurtured.
All the 40 couples were felicitated for
having given births to baby girls. It also
prompted Smt. Madan Kaur, Zila
Pramukh, Barmer, to urge male members
of society to take equal responsibility for
the skewed child sex ratio and appealed
to them to refrain from forcing women in
their families to go for sex determination
tests.

Women with their new born daughters at the felicitation in Barmer

being felicitated before large numbers of
people. This is really an honor for
mothers and if society continues to
extend support and encouragement to
mothers like this we don't see any reason

Changing values, changing times:

Young people take the lead
Mitali Vyas was no doubt voicing an
opinion that was shared by many in the
audience when she said, “Elders in the
family keep saying that a son will take
care of the family and run the business.
And also make emotional statements like
wanting to see the face of their grandson.
Such talk forces mothers to go for sex

determination.” This was seconded by
Dushyant who said, “Grandparents and
parents believe that their son will support
them in their old age and look after them.
This age old belief makes them get rid of
the girl child.”
A collective decision was also taken by
the students to urge
elders to allow girls
to be born and to
nurture and value
them. There was
also unanimous
agreement among
the young people
that socio-economic
and cultural factors
were forcing women
to undergo these
tests.

Students from Karni Bal Mandir Secondary School
at the interaction in Jaisalmer

And that modern
technology and
techniques were

Over 350 stakeholders attended the
felicitation which was organized by
Vikalp, Gram Panchayat, Jasai,
Government Middle School, Jasai and
the District Support Group. q
facilitating the bias and mindsets of the
older generation.
The occasion was an interaction of over
150 school and college students that was
organized in Jaisalmer district to build
awareness on the practice of sex
determination and sex selection.
The students were from Montessori Bal
Niketan Senior Secondary School, Karni
Bal Mandir Secondary School and the
Government College.
Final comment: We hope that by the
next Newsletter the “Winds of change”
will be blowing even stronger.
Meanwhile, we would like to know
which is of these initiatives will in your
opinion make a difference. And where do
you think the winds of change are
flowing most powerfully. Do also share
other breakthroughs that you may be
aware of with us so that the winds of
change can become even stronger in the
days to come and effectively counter the
unethical practices that continue to
persist. The next segment will look at and
reveal some of these challenges so that
they can be monitored. q
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Persistent barriers:

Making no real headway
Advisory Committee meetings
not being convened as required
The facts:
 Advisory Committee is a watchdog
body that is responsible for
regulating the law.

meetings every 60 days the District
Appropriate Authority is violating the
Rule 15 under the PNDT Rules. In
Barmer, no meetings were held in the last
11 months and in Bhilwara meetings at

the district level were held with gaps of
138 and 176 days while at the bloc level it
varied from between 55 and 98 days.
Sh. Bhatnagar also spoke of how, “Only a
few Advisory Committee members went
on the inspections and it was only to a few
clinics in urban Bhilwara and not to other
parts of the district that come under their
jurisdiction”.
When this was pointed out to the newly
appointed CMHO Dr. R.C. Samria he
said, “I am not responsible for what has
been done by the previous CMHO”. q

 It is required to meet every 60 days.

Both Bhilwara and Barmer districts are
witnessing a severe fall in the child sex
ratio and the only mechanism available in
the form of the PCPNDT Act is not very
effective because even the meetings of
the Advisory Committee are not being
convened every 60 days, at either the
district or bloc level, as required under
the PCPNDT Act.
Pointing this out, Sh. Vijay Bhatnagar,
Advocate and member of the District
Support Group, Bhilwara said that, “By
not calling the Advisory Committee

CMHO Dr. R.C. Samria addressing a recent meeting of the Advisory Committee in Bhilwara

Is this leniency or apathy?
The facts:
 Nidhi Imaging and Diagnostic
Centre and Rati Clinic repeatedly
flouted the PCPNDT Act.
 Raids in Mar, May and Aug revealed
the same rules were being violated.
 Incomplete Form-F found in both
clinics. Rati Clinic was also under
reporting.
 Clinics were only served repeated
show cause notices.
 No action taken beyond that thereby
giving the clinics ground to ignore
the notices.

In certain clinics, repeated inspections by
the Appropriate Authority had revealed
that instead of curbing the malpractice,
all that the Authority had succeeded in
doing was to encourage the clinics to
repeatedly flout the same provisions of
the law.

While highlighting this anomaly, Sh.
Vijay Bhatnagar, Advocate and District
Support Group member said, “Issuing of
a show cause notice is only the beginning
of a systemic action. It is the first level of
administrative deterrence.
If this deterrent is violated and flouted
then it is imperative for the Appropriate
Authority to take more stringent action
and impose higher penalties. By not
taking further action the CMHO is in a
sense giving wrong signals and making a
mockery of the law”.
This was seconded by Dr. Deepchand
Solanki, Retd. Assistant Commissioner,
Ministry of Education and District
Support Group member who opined that,
“Since the CMHO is not taking any
serious action against the clinic for
violating the provisions of the Act and
Rules. We should serve a legal notice to
him.” q

Record tampering
in Jaisalmer
The facts:
 Column 8 in Form-A and column-3
in Form-B removed.
 Both columns seek information on
make, model and serial number of the
ultrasound machines.
 It is mandatory under the law to
provide this information.
 This information is necessary during
inspections to prevent the replacing,
sale or other misuse of machines.

Sh. Harivallabh Bohra, journalist and
member of the District Support Group,
said, “Neither the officials nor the owners
of the ultrasound clinics want to provide
details of the ultrasound machines being
used in their clinics. We must inform the
CMHO and the District Advisory
Committee members and inquire about
such a major violation on behalf of the
department.” q
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Circumventing the
law in the
State capital
The facts
 Siddharth Diagnostic Centre was
using two ultrasound machines
though it had not completed its
registration process as required
under the Act.
The lucky one: young girls protesting against sex determination

Sex determination goes underground
in Jhunjhunu
By Sh. Rajan Choudhury, SRKPS
The facts
 Field inspection of three ultrasound
clinics, in September, revealed that,
sex determination continues to be
done.
 Fifteen ultrasound clinics continue
to practice sex determination in
Jhunjhunu.
 None of the clinics maintained
records of the tests they were doing.
 Recent study reveals child sex ratio of
810 girls to 1000 boys in 2008-09.

Recent studies conducted in Jhunjhunu
district by SRKPS of institutional
deliveries in private and government
hospitals in Jhunjhunu district reveal that
the child sex ratio is constantly
decreasing in the district and it stood at
810 girls per 1000 boys in 2008-09. The
study further confirms that girls are being
eliminated after sex determination tests.
This is happening because grassroots
functionaries were acting as agents
between families and unethical medical
practitioners. There are still 15
ultrasound centers in the district which
do sex determination tests through
agents. The modus operandi being used
was that if a woman approached the
doctor at an ultrasound center for a sex
determination test she would be
immediately refused. But a female
medical attendant would subsequently
approach the pregnant woman and offer
to get it done. No records are kept of these

cases and when an inspection team visits
the center it finds the records of
ultrasound tests in place.
However, performing doctors at all the
centers have accepted the fact that their
district is experiencing a sharp decline in
the child sex ratio. They also accept the
fact that presently the charges for
conducting sex determination tests varies
from Rs.3,500 to Rs.7,000 and that it was
being done through agents in the district.
Over a period of time the ultrasound
centers have also developed strong links
with politicians and officials which they
use to protect themselves. When two
ultrasound machines that were illegally
operating in Mandawa and Udaipurwati
were sealed members of the investigating
team had received phone calls from the
former and present MLA and other
politicians. Subsequently, the District
Collector released the machine that was
sealed in Mandawa for a penalty of
Rs.15,000 and the one in Udaipurwati
was released by a local court because it
was unaware of the Act. However,
because of consistent pressure by a NGO
the registration of this machine was later
cancelled.
Comment: This report tells you clearly
that for every step we are taking to make a
difference we are being forced to take
two steps back because the practice of
sex determination and sex selection has
gone underground and continue to be
practiced in a clandestine manner. q

 No records of ultrasound tests were
being maintained or sent to the
Appropriate Authority by Pardaya
Hospital.
 Of the two machines Siddharth
Diagnostic Centre was using one as a
mobile unit which has to be registered
separately under the Act.
 The registrations of both the
Siddharth Diagnostic Centre and
Pardaya Hospital have been
suspended.

Dr. M. L. Jain, Director (FW), Govt. of
Rajasthan, pointed out that, ‘‘Three
major and serious violations of the
PCPNDT Act were exposed during the
raids on the Siddharth Diagnostic Centre
in October 2009.
‘‘The Sessions Court has released the two
ultrasound machines to the Siddharth
Diagnostic Centre it has received clear
instructions from the court that it was not
to use the machines.”
‘‘The registration of Siddharth
Diagnostic Centre has been suspended
till the next order while the Pardaya
Hospital's registration has been
suspended for three months.”
Comment: In fact the question that can
be asked here is whether everyone is
indeed equal in the eyes of the law? And
whether the law has been a catalyst of
change and the real leveler as it is
supposed to be?
Because if it were so every single
machine would have be brought under
the purview of the law and ultrasound
operators would not be flouting the law
with impunity as was seen even in the
State capital during raids in October. q
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Sensitising the media:

On the MTP & PCPNDT Acts
The Action Research and Training for
Health (ARTH) and the Centre for
Advocacy and Research (CFAR) jointly
organized a Media Consultation on
“Women’s Right to Abortion and
Prevention of Sex Selection and Sex
Determination’’ on 8th October, 2009 at
Jaipur.

preventing services that result in sex
selective abortions. But in practice we

ensure that the public is educated about
both the issues and the laws that regulate

Over 50 journalists from across 18
districts of Rajasthan were sensitized on
the complex relationship between the two
issues.
Addressing the journalists, Dr. Sharad
Iyengar made it clear that the common
factor that shapes and influences both the
issues is gender discrimination and
inequality. “We have two acts. One is the
MTP Act aimed at ensuring medically
safe abortion and the other is the
PCPNDT Act to prevent sex
determination and sex selection or sex
selective abortion.
On the face of it, they seem to be at cross
purposes- one enabling access to abortion
services, while the other disabling or
Hotline to curb sex determination
The Punjab Government has set up
India's first ever public health call center
as part of the National Rural Health
Mission. The main aim is to encourage
women to come forward and speak up if
they are being forced to undergo sex
determination tests.

Dr. Sharad Iyengar conducting a session for the media

need to address both these concerns and
not pit them against each other. To ensure
that the abortion services are provided to
women as a right and done so in a
regulated manner, the media has to

News Brief

their practice. Without mounting a
coordinated response, we will not be able
to strengthen women’s access to maternal
health as a right and also fight the age-old
bias against the girl-child. q
Hospital records inspected

The center functions from 9am to 6pm.
and all they have to do is call 40005252.

The District Collector, Jaisalmer invited
the District and Session Judge, Sh.
Yashpal Singh Choudhary to a Advisory
Committee meeting held on 7th Aug 2009
in Jaisalmer. In his address, Sh.
Choudhary, stressed on the need to form a
team of doctors to investigate the
violations by ultrasound centers.

As a follow-up to the Advisory
Committee meeting, a team led by
Deputy CMHO Dr. Pratap Singh Duggar,
visited Rajeev Katewa Hospital, in
Chirawa bloc of Jhunjhunu district on
26th August 2009. An inspection of the
records showed that 271 female and 581
male children were born between April
and July 2009 in the hospital.

Kudos for having a girl child

Fewer girls born in Chirawa

Debate over child sex ratio

Five mothers from BPL families were
felicitated on Independence Day by Dr.
Ravi Kumar S, the District Collector,
Jaisalmer, for giving birth to a girl child.
The mothers- Hastu Devi, Kamla,
Shahnaz, Thakri and Chagni- were
personally congratulated by the District
Collector and presented with certificates
of appreciation.

At an Advisory Committee meeting,
called under the chairmanship of the
Deputy CMHO, Dr. Pratap Singh
Duggar, on 26th August 2009 for Chirawa
bloc, in Jhunjhunu, members expressed
deep concern over the drastic decline that
had been witnessed in the child sex ratio
over the previous four months in Chirawa
bloc. According to ICDS data 648 female
and 1019 male children were born
between April and July 2009.

An open debate on the 'Declining child
sex ratio and the misuse of ultrasound
machines' was organized by the Bal Va
Mahila Chetna Samiti at Kanchandevi
Sikshan Prashikcahn University,
Bhilwara, on 25th Aug 2009. Jury
members included Sh. V. K. Vaidh,
Principal, Maniklal Verma College, Sh.
Navin Bhadada, Director and Sh. Jagdish
Purohit, Principal, Kanchandevi
College. Over 50 B.Ed students
participated in the debate. q

Judge attends Advisory Committee
meeting
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In support of the girl child
Sh. Ram Avatar Prajapat, a 29 year old
migrant laborer and his wife Smt.
Sangeeta Devi had decided at the onset
that they would have only two children,
“regardless of whether they
were two girls, two boys or a
girl and a boy.” In January
2003 their first daughter
Komal was born and two years
later in October 2005 their
second daughter Raveena was
born. In January 2008 Smt.
Sangeeta Devi underwent
sterilization since they had
decided they were not going to
have any more children.

sent the details of the elder child and is,
“hopeful of getting its benefits”.

Schemes for the girl child
received. Sh. Ram Avatar, insists that he
did indeed send both forms. Moreover as

Reodar bloc sets a new trend

Balika Sambal Yojana
Under the Balika Sambal Yojana that Sh.
Ram Avatar has applied for, the State
Government deposits
Rs.10,000 in the name of each
female child to the UTI which
in turn will release the bond of
the amount in the name of the
girl child under CCP plan of
UTI mutual fund. The
maturity amount of the bond
will be payable after the girl
child attains age of 18 years.
To be eligible the couple must
undergo sterilization after one
or two female children (no
male child) and the age of the
elder girl child should not be
more than 5 years.

At that time Sh. Ram Avatar
was told by the ANM that he
was eligible for the Balika
In a unique initiative panchayat leaders in Reodar bloc have been
Sambal Yojana, so he filled in
sending letters of appreciation to women who have given birth to a
the required forms. A few
The scheme was launched in
girl child. Over 100 mothers were sent letters during 2009.
weeks ago, almost 11 months
Rajasthan on April 1, 2007 to
after he applied for the scheme
provide economic support to
he received a telephone call from an he argued, “Why would I not want both the girl child after she attains 18 years of
official in Jaipur who told him that the my daughters to benefit from the age. As of September 2009, 753 families
form for his elder daughter had not been scheme?” Nevertheless, he has now re- have been enrolled under this scheme. q

Readers Feedback
Anganwadi data has revealed the
disturbing child sex ratio in Sam bloc of
Jaisalmer. We should similarly collect
data from other centers and develop
strategies to counter the dismal child sex
ratio in the State. Sh. Shivji Ram Yadav,
Shiv Shiksha Samiti, Tonk.
In my opinion the directives of the Health
Minister and the opinion of the Supreme
Court Advocate are important and
relevant. All of us need to strive together
to rectify the adverse child sex ratio
through more consciousness raising
efforts. Dr. Usha Rani Sharma,
member, State Supervisory Board.

It would be helpful if the Newsletter
disseminated district wise information
on court hearings, court directives and
the work that being carried out by district
and state administration to the public.
S h . D u s h y a n t Vy a s , P C P N D T
Coordinator, Pali.
The district collectors of Karauli, Alwar
and Banaskatha districts must be
congratulated for the interest they are
taking on the issue of sex determination
and the positive steps they are taking to
implement the PCPNDT Act. This
Newsletter should also include case
studies on the action which have been
initiated against violators of the law. Sh.
Mahfooz Khan, Secura, Dungarpur.

Mahila Manch, Rajsamand, greatly
appreciates the action taken by Sh. Niraj
K Pawan, District Collector, Karauli
against the ultrasound centers. We favor
stringent action against those who are
involved in the practice of sex
determination. Mahila Manch,
Rajsamand.
We should try our level best to raise the
status of the girl child and make society,
doctors, ultrasound clinics, authorities
and officials accountable. We should also
monitor them to ensure that they don't
support or get involved in the practice of
sex determination. Smt. Laxmi Saxena,
Director, USO Centre, Jaipur. q
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