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Does the response match the magnitude
of the problem?
When the 2001 Census revealed an appalling decline in the Child Sex Ratio (CSR) in Rajasthan, it
shook the system and triggered off a spate of initiatives from the state to the grass root level. We feel
the time has come to introspect on whether these initiatives have made a difference in terms of building
awareness among individuals and communities, stirring their conscience and ensuring the
implementation of the Law on the ground.
In this edition of the Newsletter we have asked stakeholders at the national and state level if the
campaign has made a difference. We have also spoken to a cross section of panchayat leaders, women,
youth and adolescent girls on how the campaign has impacted their lives and with idividuals who are
trying to make a difference.
When Census 2001 revealed a decline in
the Child Sex Ratio (CSR) of Rajasthan
from 916 girls to every 1000 boys in 1991
to 909 girls for every 1000 boys in 2001 it
set off alarm bells and resulted in a host of
initiatives by both the State government
and civil society to halt the decline.
The PCPNDT Act 1994 was enacted and
structures were put in place including a
State Supervisory Board, District
Advisory Committees, Appropriate
Authorities to monitor and decide on
cases, seven special courts for the speedy
trial of cases booked under PCPNDT Act,
mandatory compliance of Form–F and
the building of capacities of stakeholders
on the issue at every level from the state
to the panchayat level.
Awareness building and sensitization
programmes on the declining child sex
ratio and related issues were also
conducted by both government and civil
society at the community level,
especially among adolescent girls and
youth. Relevant IEC material was
developed with new and varied
communication strategies ranging from
rallies and nukkad nataks to wall
paintings. And a Girl Child Policy was
launched along with several pro-girl
child schemes. Even the terminology has
underwent a change from abortion to
foeticide to sex selection and finally to
gender based sex discrimination.

These steps have been instrumental in
motivating stakeholders to take a proactive stand. Bureaucrats, having
understood the complexity of the issue
and the urgent need to take action, are
ensuring compliance and leading
initiatives. Doctors are speaking out on
the need for ethics and an end to sex
selection. Panchayat leaders are
initiating good practices like the
observance of balika janmotsavs and the
sending of badhai patras to parents of
new born girls. And the media, both print
and electronic, have been providing
consistent coverage to the issue.
Despite this response and the acceptance
of the urgent need to halt the steep decline
in the child sex ratio, sex selection

continues to be practiced across class,
castes and communities. What is also a
major cause of concern is the fact that the
sex ratio at birth was a low 891 in urban
areas and 881 in rural areas according
to the Annual Health Survey (AHS)
2011-12.
As the National Advisory Council (NAC)
noted in its recommendations based on
civil society work experience, “Clearly,
something is wrong and successive
governments have been unable to put
their finger on the pulse of the problem.”
While this may be so, opinions differ on
what is going wrong and the course
correction that is needed. Let us hear
other perspectives on this.
Contd. on page 2
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... The magnitude of the
problem
Dr. Satish Agnihotri, Secretary New &
Renewable Energy, Govt. of India
“Yes, we have made a difference in terms
of awareness and in
places where there
has been a sustained
campaign as in
Satara, with the
convictions of
wrong doers, there
has been a definite
difference with the
rate of decline being
arrested or reversed, even if it is
marginal.
“As to what needs to be done, in my
opinion the swiftness and certainty of
punishment is what matters most. We are
looking at white collar criminals for
whom deterrence will matter. In this
regard there has been a debate on the
quantum of punishment and some feel it
should be seen on par with homicide but I
feel we should first saturate the
possibilities that are available in the
PCPNDT Act. And since the rot started in
urban centers, the epicentre is the urban
and the prosperous, that is where the rot
should be countered. Chasing rural areas
might divert our attention and resources.
If we can get a turnaround in urban areas
chances are that it will start having an
overall effect.
“On the demand side parents who are
over 50 years with two daughters should
be given an incentive. A study done in
Himachal has shown that parents whose
old age security is assured are not worried
about the number of daughters they have.
Work force participation of women must
also go up and we must ensure both work
and safe work places. The best placed
mother is one who does not have to work
but knows that work is available should
the need arises.
“At the end of the day, I feel we are on
track but we need to accelerate it, we need
to take off. We must enforce the law on
people who are making profit through
crime and on the demand side we must
ensure work force participation and safer
work places. If we get these two steps

right we will be able to deal with the
problem.”
Dr. Sharad Iyengar, Chief Executive,
ARTH
“I do think we need to rethink the strategy
on a continuing basis. The "girl" in girl
child is by and large positioned as an
under 5 or under 10 girl. Is there any
scope for focusing on the adolescent girl,
especially younger adolescent in the 1014 age group and on the discrimination
she faces as she transitions towards
womanhood; with its links to gender
discrimination by society and
accompanying son preference?
“I am not insisting
on the above
approach but it
may be debated.
However I feel that
the link between
saving the girl child
and preventing
sex selection is
conceptual and rhetorical, but not
actionable at this point of time. Till it is,
we will have to continue to keep up the
pressure against sex selection testing
during pregnancy.”
Prof. Lad Kumari, Chairperson
R a j a s t h a n S t a t e Wo m e n ' s
Commission
“A standard paper/module should be
prepared on each of the reasons for
daughter aversion to
enable grass root
functionaries such
as teachers, ANMs,
AWW, ASHA to hit
at the traditional
mindset of people
They should also
educate people on
the fact that it is the male chromosomes
that determine the sex of the child.
“Laws relating to women other than the
PCPNDT Act like those relating to child
marriages, forced marriages and
domestic violence must also be strictly
enforced because it is the violation of
these laws that make girls more
vulnerable.”
Smt. Aditi Mehta, former Additional
S e c re t a r y S o c i a l J u s t i c e a n d
Empowerment, Rajasthan

“We have made a difference by creating
awareness at the government,
department level and even at the societal
level. Clearly, there
is a felt need for
women in every
family. This is a
fact nobody can
ignore and now is
the time for behavior
modification.
People have to
realize this. We still see the prevalence of
many ill practices that hamper the value
of the girl child and older women.
Therefore, the real challenge before
government and civil society is to bring
about a change in mindset.”
S m t . G a y a t r i R a t h o re , S t a t e
Appropriate Authority, PCPNDT
“Yes there is a difference. Two years have
passed since the release of Census 2011
which set off alarm bells and resulted
in greater focus being give to efforts
to promote 'the cause of the girl child.'
The law is being
strictly enforced
at the ground
level and there is
the realization
among medical
practitioners that the
law cannot be taken
lightly. Moreover,
sex selection is almost banned and those
seeking it are going through middlemen.
Our department is focusing on checking
middle men. We have filed 575 cases in
court and the Judiciary has disposed 37
cases till date.
“As to what needs to be done, we are
planning to monitor the problem of cross
border sex selection and ensure stricter
implementation of the law for dealers
and manufacturers of sonography
machines.”
Dr. Bijayalakshmi Nanda, Asst. Prof.
Mirinda House-Delhi University
“I feel, much of the problem lies with the
fact that son preference or daughter
aversion are never questioned in India or
seen as unethical. Like dowry or child
marriage, there are laws but there is huge
acceptance, so it is with sex selection.
Contd. on page 6
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Prastavs focus on the girl child
Growing awareness on the issues and concerns of women and girls is prompting gram panchayat
members to register prastavs demanding action on girl child issues.
Traditionally, at gram panchayat
meetings discussions centered primarily
on development and infrastructure–
roads, dams, revenue, security etc. Issues
concerning women and girls were never
brought up.
But in recent months there has been a
definite change in the issues that are
being discussed, especially in the
districts of : Sikar, Jalore, Pali, Dausa,
Jaipur and Jodhpur
The sensitization workshops that
were conducted with Panchayat
representatives on issues concerning the
girl child are believed to have triggered
the change as also the transfer of five
critical departments-Women & Child
Development, Health, Education, Social
Justice and Empowerment and
Agriculture-to the Panchayati Raj
thereby putting the onus on officials
to discuss the development issues of
their respective departments in gram
panchayat meetings.
Consequent to this, it was seen that 103 of
the prastavs or undertakings taken by 52
gram panchayats during the months of
April and December 2013 were on
reversing rituals and age old traditions by
celebrating balika janamotsav and
sending badhai patras to the parents of a
new born girl child.

gender discrimination was more
prevalent in rural areas in terms of their
education, health care and even birth
registration.
Similarly, Sarpanch Anita Jain, Nimeda
Gram Panchayat, District Jaipur, spoke
of how she was motivated by a prastav to
hold discussions on girl child issues. She
also went with grass root functionaries to
the field to take stock of the gender gaps
that prevail in immunization and
malnutrition.
Sarpanch Ram Babu Sharma, Hathoj

Sarpanch Giriraj Prasad Meena,
Bhawata-Bhawati Gram Panchayat,
District Dausa, spoke of how, “In
meetings held at my gram panchayat
women representatives used to sit on the
floor while male representatives
occupied chairs.
“This discrimination hurt me so I spoke
to both male and female members on the
need to first work for gender equality
among ourselves. It took some time but
now all the members sit together in my
panchayat meetings.”

A prastav being recorded during a Gram Panchayat meeting in Ummedabad, Jalore

Gram Panchayat, District Jaipur, has
announced that he will link the issue with
the VHSC meeting and also have wall
paintings done in his panchayat.

Sarpanch Chhotu Ram Khichad,
Kansali, District Sikar, initiated regular
follow ups of the agendas taken in gram
panchayat meetings.

In fact, Sarpanches are vying with each
other to highlight issues and concerns of
girls and women. Sarpanch Chandan
Bharti, Kharda Gram Panchayat, District
Pali, has passed orders calling on all five
departments to converge and work for the
betterment of the girl child.

The response of communities to this
change is also heartening. Sh. Jalam
Singh and Sh. Zabbar Singh, of village
Sanfada Gram Panchayat, District Jalore,
said that they were happy to hear for the
first time that women's issues were being
discussed in gram panchayat meetings
and added that they wanted to start a
discussion on the issue of widow
remarriage in their caste meetings.

“One of the first prastavs I took was that
in every forthcoming meeting a
discussion would be held on girl child
issues. After that we took a prastav to
send badhai patras on the birth of every
girl child and have wall paintings at
public places.

While doing so he described “the practice
of sending girls to government school
and boys to private schools” as a form of
gender discrimination and added that

“We have taken this up in our gram
panchayat and now we will take it to the
Panchayat level and initiate a discussion
on the remarriage of women.”

Many of them also called for compulsory
birth registration of all new borns, the
immunization of girls and the holding of
Samman Samaroh to address the issues of
child marriage, malnutrition and the right
of all girls to education.

“One of the prastavs has also directed all
the health workers to work actively and
earnestly on the girl child issue. Because
of these prastavs the community initiates
discussions on the girl child at every
gram panchayat meeting.” q
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Has the campaign made a difference?
Is society primarily responsible for the decline in the number of girls? We find a number of small but
meaningful innovations like the celebrating of balika janmotsavs and the sending of badhai patras.
But the question now is; do these initiatives harbinger change? And more importantly, who will build
on these initiatives and drive the change?
Village Bhambhori, 18 kms from Jaipur,
is a typical Rajasthan village with its flat
roofed buildings, open drains, wall
paintings on the need to protect the
girl child and camel carts meandering
along its dusty lanes. It has all the
basic facilities: anganwadi centres,
government schools, a Sub Centre, main
market etc.
According to the 2011 Census the total
population of this gram panchayat, was
3874 of which 2016 were males and 1858
females and the total child population in
the 0-6 age group was 261 boys and 234
girls. The child sex ratio was an alarming
897 girls to every 1000 boys.

about a change in the focus of their work.
“We have always been working for the
welfare of the women and children but
now we are bridging the gaps in the
community like motivating families to
immunize their girl child which they
neglected to do because of the mindset
that girls are Paraya dhan. Now we
notice that parents are bringing both boys
and girls for immunization. We are also

added that, “this was happening because
parents who see girls as a burden were
opting for sex determination and sex
selective elimination.” They were also
aware that, “there is a law that governs
sex selection and it punishes the family
members while exempting the mother
because it is clear that the family is
forcing her to do so”. Had they heard of it
happening in their village? One of them

The question we put to the community
was whether the ongoing campaign on
the girl child had in any way stirred their
conscience and impacted their lives?
Sarpanch Hanuman Sahay Sharma
candidly admitted that prior to the
sensitization by CFAR he was
complacent on this issue because the
CSR in his gram panchayat was better
than that of the three adjoining three
panchayats: Manchwa, Kalwad and
Dhankiya. But when he realized that “the
decline in the number of girls was due to
their neglect by society both pre birth and
post birth” he decided to become “a
watchful functionary of the Panchayat”.
He initiated discussions on this issue at
various platforms in the village and
motivated the panchayat to pass prastavs
(undertakings) which requires the
panchayat to send badhai patras,
organize balika janmotsavs and get wall
paintings done with messages on the need
to protect the girl child.
Anita Sharma, Anganwadi Worker
(AWW), felt that the orientation the
Anganwadi workers, helpers and ASHAs
had received had helped to build their
perspective on gender discrimination and
the declining child sex ratio and brought

Adolescent girls speak on the impact the campaign has had on their lives

ensuring that welfare schemes reach the
community and we are building
awareness against child marriage and the
importance of educating girls. Last year,
we stopped the marriage of a 15 year old
girl by persuading the groom's family to
postpone the marriage by three years. We
also succeeded in getting 11 girls, who
had dropped out, back to school.”
Interestingly, awareness about the girl
child campaign was high among a group
of 9 th class girls from the local
government school. They spoke of “an
increase in the news reports related to the
girl child in recent times because the
number of girls was decreasing” and

said, “We haven't seen in our village but
we have read about it in the newspaper.”
The question was then asked on what
could be done to halt gender based sex
selection. The immediate response was
that, “continuous counseling would help,
particularly of the paternal grandparents
and the husband.”
So how has the girl child campaign
changed their lives? Monika said a
noticeable change was that, “parents had
started sending their daughters to school”
but others said that, “Some families were
still neglecting girls and not sending
them school” and that “the government
should start programmes with the
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involvement of local people who can
counsel parents.” They also wanted the
school to be extended to class 12 in the
village because it would give
opportunities to girls to do better in life.
But will your parents send you? “Yes,
because they now feel motivated towards
educating their daughters.”
Others spoke of a very definite change in
the attitude of family members towards
them. Monica said, “Now they have
started paying equal attention to girls as
with boys in my family. I get as much
attention as my brother”. But, there were
some who did not agree. One of them
said, “My dada and dadi are very partial
to my brother and my dadi is constantly
scolding me. My mother does not like it
but my father supports her. There must

benefits under JSY and Mukhya Mantri
Shubh Lakshmi Yojana.”
Suman Saini, spoke of the difference in
ritual and customs during the births of her
two daughters. “When my elder daughter
born in December 2011 the delivery was
at home so I did not benefits from any
scheme as I was not aware of them. My
in-laws who are educated did not abuse
me for the birth of girl child but there was
no happiness on her birth.
When my younger daughter has born in
July 2013 it was an institutional delivery
and we got benefits under JSY and Shubh
Lakshmi Yojna. When she was born
thalis were banged for the first time in the
village and the Sarpanch sent me a
badhai patra. The campaign has been

The women feel there has been a very definite impact

be some mechanism to counsel
grandparents and fathers. We should also
be trained to fight against social customs
like child marriage.”

instrumental in changing perceptions of
the girl child and promoting institutional
deliveries, immunization, better health,
nutrition and education in our area.”

While the young talked openly about
their concerns a group of older women,
though reticent, agreed that things were
changing around them. Kiran Sharma,
the mother of a four month old daughter,
said that, “the campaign has indeed
changed the attitude of the community
towards the girl child. I may not have
been so careful about my daughter if I had
not come in contact with the campaign.
She was born in a Government Hospital,
she has been immunized and I am getting

However, Mouli Eipi, an ANM had
reservations on the impact of the
campaign. “Earlier, people openly opted
for sex determination but it has stopped
over the last two years because of the ban
on sonography machines. But parents
neglect their daughters. We rarely see the
second, third or fourth daughter being
brought for immunization. Some women
even ask for medicine to have a son. They
think there are medicines that can change
the sex of the child.

“But what we are seeing is that young and
educated couples are moving towards
family planning, often against the will of
the family. Couples with one or two
daughters ask for family planning
methods.” Methlesh Sharma, who was
standing close by said she had one son
and had no intentions of having any more
children. Her mother in law immediately
added. “I support her in this.”
Another grandmother said, “I have two
sons. The elder one has two daughters. I
celebrated both their births. Now my
daughter in law is going to have an
operation and get the benefit of the Balika
Sambal Yojana.”
There was also a high level of awareness
among a group of 11th class boys on the
discrimination that is being faced by girls
in the community. When asked to
prioritize on what needed to be done they
were united in the demand for reforms in
the present education system and the
creation of a healthy and safe
environment with free and accessible
education for girls, separate school buses
in order to ensure their security and strict
and effective enforcement of the laws
that provide social security to the girl
child.”
They felt that the campaign had “brought
huge changes in the area of education of
girls in the gram panchayat. Earlier very
few girls were sent to school. Now large
numbers of girls are going to both
Government and private schools. In our
class of a total of 72 students 40 are girls.
People are providing equal opportunities
to girls with boys.
“Others felt that the campaign had also
created awareness among girls about
their rights. “Earlier they were shy and
lacking in confidence. Now they walk
with their heads held high and they are
convincing their parents to send them
higher education. Society is also
changing their mindset towards them and
seeing the benefits of providing them
employment opportunities rather than
making them do house work.”
Clearly, the winds of change are blowing
through village Bhambhori. But the
question is who will build on them,
strengthen them and take them
forward?q
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Motivating parents of daughters...
In the aftermath of the 2011 Census
various ideas were being thrown up by
government and civil society
organizations to enhance the value of the
girl child within families and society. The
one that appealed most to
Sh. Girdhari Lal Meena,
Sarpanch, Vatika Gram
Panchayat, Sanganer
Bloc, Jaipur, was that of
motivating parents to
open saving accounts in
the post office in the name
of the new born girl child.
“I saw it as a step that
would change the mindset
of the parents to a girl
child and decided to
implement it in my gram
panchayat.”
For starters, he discussed
the idea with other
panchayat members and
health workers. Once he
had their support he asked
health workers of his GP to collect data
on girls born in the previous six months.
Using this data he approached the parents
of the girls along with health workers and
motivated them to open accounts.
There were of course numerous
challenges along the way but he did not
give up. “I understood the seriousness of
the declining child sex ratio and felt that
by opening these accounts I could
contribute to the cause.
Contd. from page 1

... The magnitude of the problem
“Moreover, Doctors must see sex
determination as a
crime and that
awareness will come
if service providers
are given penalties
at every level. There
fore, judgments'
should become
enabling and the
Judiciary must give
out judgments that clearly say that this is
against the constitutional guarantees that
women in India have. The Judiciary must

He gave Rs. 10,000 to the health workers
to open accounts for new born girls. “It is
like Kanyadan for me and it has given me
a sense of satisfaction. It is a practice that
is done in all the hamlets of the Gram

on parents can be clearly seen. They are
taking the process forward by regularly
depositing money in the accounts of the
girl child and opening accounts for their
elder daughters, because we only open
accounts for the younger ones. Parents
are also depositing money receive by
them under the Mukhya
Mantri Shubh Lakshmi
Yojana in the account of
the new born girl child.
“They also call on me for
help in opening an
account when a girl child
is born to them and when I
visit schools girls often
approach me for opening
their accounts. I contact
their parents for their
identity proof and open
their accounts. Almost all
the girls of my area have
accounts either in the post
office or bank.

Sarpanch presents saving pass book to mothers

Panchayat. In fact the lack of financial
resources with the panchayat was the
biggest obstacle for me. But somehow I
managed to put together the money for
this work from my own resources
because I wanted to do something for the
girl child. The idea was to start something
for the girl child that can be used by her
parents for her education or marriage.
“In the last six months we have opened
78 accounts and the impact this has had
also use this law more often and give
quick, pro active judgments not in a
penalizing manner, because we don't
want to draw blood, but to create a
preventive atmosphere. The focus must
be on penalizing doctors and the family
and sending out a strong message. For
doctors it is a commercial venture so you
will have to put the fear of the law in
them.
“There should also be monetary
evaluation of doctors with mapping done
to find out where the money is coming
from, how the machines are being paid
for etc. This would make it easier to nab
errant service providers and middle
men.”

“I am also motivating
parents to deposit the
money given to newly
born child by relatives as gift/shagun in
banks rather than keeping it in hundis at
home.
“These small initiatives are changing
people's perceptions of the girl child and
contributing towards their future. All this
has given me a sense of satisfaction so I
have decided to continue this practice
even after leaving the post of Sarpanch.”
q
Renuka Pamecha, President, Vividha
“The initiatives undertaken by the
government since Census 2001 gives me
hope that a better society will evolve in
which the ratio
of girls will be
balanced and the
rights of the girls are
accessible. But for
this to happen a lot
needs to be done
with vigor. This is
also the right time
for political leaders to take the issue to
their constituencies.” q
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Sarpanches trying to make a difference
Across the state we have come across small but significant initiatives that have been started by
individuals in an effort to halt the declining CSR in the state. In Jalore, Sarpanches are sending
badhai patras to parents of new born baby girls and motivating them to care for them.
Following in the footsteps of the District
Collector, Sh. Rajan Vishal, who
initiated the practice of congratulating
the parents of new born baby girls,
Sarpanches in Jalore district are sending
badhai patras by
post and making
personal appeals to
the parents to take
care of the child's
health.
It is an initiative
that has created a
feel good factor
among the parents
of the baby girl, the
Sarpanches and
even the postmen
who are delivering
the badhai patras.

patra to five of the parents in my gram
panchayat in recent months. I am feeling
good. This is a new initiative for me. I
hope parents will feel good when the
postman gives them the badhai patra.”

girl child is a commendable step, one that
could act as a catalyst in engineering
social change.
“This initiative by grass root leaders, in an
otherwise conservative society will give a
fillip to the feelings
of the parents, while
increasing the social
acceptance of the
girl child. It will also
motivate public
representatives to
ensure the healthy
upbringing of the
girl child. This
healthy practice
should be replicated
in other villages as
well.”

“This is in fact
happening with
In Elana village, a
several other
young mother said,
Sarpanches from
“I was surprised
Salya Panchayat
and happy when
Sh. Rajan Vishal honours the Sarpanchas involved in this initiative
Samiti planning to
my husband read
out the badhai message from the Sh. Vagta Ram, Sarpanch, Dangra Gram send badhai patras.”
Sarpanch, congratulating us on the birth Panchayat, Sayla, Jalore, went a step
In a related development the district
of a girl child and urging us to take care further and expressed the hope that, “This
administration, under Sh. Rajan Vishal
of her. I will keep this badhai patra
honored the eleven Sarpanches who have
safely in a box and when my daughter
This initiative by grass root leaders,
started this unique initiative.
will grow up I will proudly show it to
in an otherwise conservative society
her.”
Speaking at the award ceremony, they
will give a fillip to the feelings of
said they were proud and happy at being
the
parents,
while
increasing
the
This joy of receiving a badhai patra was
honored for working for a social cause
social acceptance of the girl child.
also shared by, Sh. Jitu Singh, the
and expressed the hope that it will
It
will
also
motivate
public
Postman from Keshwana Gram
motivate other Panchayat representatives
representatives to ensure the
Panchayat, who now finds himself
to replicate this practice.
healthy
upbringing
of
the
girl
child.
regularly distributing badhai patras to
families of new born girls.
The Sarpanches who were honored
include: Sh. Vagta Ram Choudhary from
He told the Newsletter, “When I go to practice will lead to social acceptance of
Dangra, Sh. Madha Ram Choudhary from
deliver the letter to families they want to the girl child and motivate parents to take
Tikhi, Smt. Sua Bano from Sanfada, Sh.
know the content of the letter and request good care of the girl child. Only time will
Laxman Singh from Elana, Smt. Shanti
me to read it out to them. I do it for them tell how parents feel about getting the
Devi Garg from Narsana, Smt. Praveen
and feel very happy in doing so.”
badhai patra through the postman."
Kanwar from Bishangarh, Sh. Mangilal
Many among the Sarpanches are Sharing his point of view, Sh. Rajan Jain from Ummedabad, Smt. Vallabh
Sarpanch like Madha Ram, Tikhi Gram Vi s h a l , w h o s e t t h e t r e n d o f Kanwar from Mandwala, Sh. Bhopal
Panchayat, Sayla, Jalore, who had not congratulating parents of baby girls said, Singh from Aalasan, Sh. Lakha Ram
thought of sending out badhai patras in “The sending of badhai patras by the Meghwal from Keswana, Sh. Ghuta Ram
the past. But having sent out “badhai Sarpanches to the parents on the birth of Meghwal from Godan. q
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People who have made a difference

gram sewaks who have information on
home deliveries so that patras can be sent
to their parents.

Engineering social change
To begin with Pinki raised the issue of the
girl child in the general body meeting of
the Panchayat Samiti and with the
consent of other members present it was
decided that girl child concerns would be
taken forward in all the gram panchayat
meetings of the bloc.

Pinki Sharma, Bloc Development
Officer (BDO), Shahpura, Jaipur, is very
clear that she has a duel role as a BDO. “I
am paid to do development work in my
area but apart from these assigned jobs it
is also my duty, as a woman, to work on
issue concerning the girl child and
women.”

“Above all I motivate elected women
representative to come to gram
panchayat meetings and participate in
discussions on women and girl child
related problems”. She is also constantly
motivating members to address issues
concerning the girl child like education,
immunization, nutrition etc.
Alongside, she is preparing badhai
patras that not only congratulate the
couples but also provide information on
various government schemes for girls.
Now data is being collected on the births
of girls from government hospitals and

Taking girl child issue to the community
Seventy one years old Sh. Kishan Singh
Chouhan, Sarpanch Kolwa Gram
Panchayat, Dausa, has far long been
involved with women and girls issues and
concerns “Being a teacher I was aware of
problems faced by women and the fact
that women had a secondary status in our
society. The sensitization I received on
the Census data and the problem of
declining child sex ratio has helped me to
work strategically on gender
discrimination and build my perspective
on girl child issues.
“One of the major problems seen in our
gram panchayat was that of child
marriage, because it was difficult to
convince the community. So I gradually
initiated discussions in gram panchayat
meetings on this issue and with the help
of other members we oriented the
community members on the ill effects of

She also undertook the novel idea of
merging the message to save the girl child
with the voter awareness campaign,
SVEEP (Systematic Voters Education &
Electoral Participation) during the recent
assembly elections in the State. “It
enabled us to reach people with this
message.”
But as she is quick to point out, “there are
numerous challenges, the major one
being the issue of social security of a girl.
“So there is need for both long term and
short term solutions. The long term effort
should be on initiating a positive attitude
towards the girl child from the grass root
level through awareness building
activities while the short term solution
would be that of providing speedy
services and welfare schemes to the girl
child so that they are not seen as a burden
by the family.” q

them on the importance of educating
their daughters. Besides this, I often
discussed the issue of discrimination
with the community and tell them that, if
God and the Law are not discriminating
between boys and girls then why are we
doing so? I believe that it has an impact
on the psyche of the community.”
He also stressed that the biggest
challenge he faced was the time taken to
get development activities implemented.
“Government policy should be
simplified and easy to access and there
should be a separate fund for the girl child
issue at gram panchayat level.” q

child marriage and succeeded in stopping
five child marriages.
“Being a teacher I personally meet the
parents of dropout girls and convince

We have been encouraged by the
support the Newsletter have been
receiving. Please continue to give us
your suggestions and inputs. Rakhee
Badhwar
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