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CHILDREN HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY 
 
Introduction 
 
Once Plan International got the news that the three-year Dutch supported project Children 
Have Something to Say had been awarded the Special Achievement Award by the One World 
Broadcasting Trust, contacted CFAR to get some idea about how to organise an event to 
celebrate the achievement. 
 
Over the last four years, Plan had been busy training the children to make films and in 
implementing the Video project. The children across the country were involved in producing the 
36 films on their immediate issues of concern – from child labour, child marriage, dowry to 
addiction, impact of media. The Award – a first not only for Indian children but also a non-
broadcasting organisation – provided an opportunity to showcase their efforts, especially to the 
influential stakeholders, including media.  
 
During our first interaction with Arti Sinha, Child Rights Coordinator, we were informed about 
the Award and asked to draw up a proposal on how to highlight the achievement and the Project. 
 
Before proceeding, CFAR wanted a clear briefing from the client on the scope of the work. It 
was important to understand from an advocacy point of view, the project, its unique features and 
highlight it keeping in mind the target audience. 
 
A second interaction was organised with Arti and Shonu to brief us about the Project. At this 
interaction we got a clear brief from the agency. This helped us to understand the concept of the 
Children Have Something to Say Project.  
 
Based on the brief and the material provided in the form of Plan India’s work in India, the 
videomagazine package, synopsis of the films, a detailed proposal was prepared. Besides 
designing the event, we worked out the roles and responsibilities, scope of each of the events and 
how the different components should be executed. 
 
 

Designing the Event 
The common assumption we made was that the International Award was a great opportunity to 
project the four-year effort and also give the children and community a much-deserved 
recognition. To fulfil this objective, CFAR recommended that both media and other stakeholders 
be targetted for this purpose. It was also suggested that the opportunity be used to reach 
influential decision-makers such as Mr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, President of India. 
 
The design had two components: 

i. Developing a plan for different events. This included a children’s delegation 
visiting the President of India, conducting a Press Conference and hosting a 
Public Reception. 

ii. Preparing the constituents involved in the project. This included training the 
children and creating audio-visual and written background material. 



 
This involved planning all substantive inputs such as identifying the appropriate media outlets 
and journalists sensitive to children’s issues, policy makers, UN agencies, NGO and 
development sector representatives and individuals associated with child rights and in finalizing 
all the logistics. This involved finding an appropriate venue for the event, ensuring that invites 
reach people, confirmations are made, materials prepared etc. All this had to be achieved in a 
record period of three working days. Nearly 175 people had to be contacted, informed and 
persuaded to participate in the event.  
  
 
Positioning the Event 
 
As an advocacy group, CFAR wanted to help provide the children’s initiative its due visibility 
and prominence, and highlight the young film makers’ efforts in it. It was important for the 
children to talk about their personal involvement and individual impact. For the press conference 
as well as the reception, we decided to highlight the young achievers and their work. The focus 
was on Children Have Something to Say and mainstreaming their voice. 
 
 

Training Workshop 
 
The one and a half day training workshop included participants from CASP and Samarth (Delhi) 
and MYRADA (Karnataka). Besides the four selected to receive the award in London, there 
were members of the Bal Panchayat, film crew and even evaluators of the Project. 
 
The training was not only to prepare them with the skills of handling the press, but also for the 
CFAR team to get acquainted with their experiences to design the media dissemination and the 
Reception. During the initial phase, there was a lot of interaction within the group to understand 
each participant’s training, anecdotes, impact on themselves and the community. 
 
This was of utmost importance, as an outsider one needed to understand the entire process from 
the child’s point of view. For the four representatives, it was important to appreciate the 
differences in the training process, working on area-specific issue, to present their experience on 
behalf of over 300 children spread across the length and breadth of the country at the Awards 
ceremony. 
 
What CFAR found was a group of highly motivated and articulate children and the training 
managed to accomplish what it set out to do – to bring individual and collective coherence within 
the group about what they had striven to achieve and what they had accomplished.   
 
As for the impact on the individual, they felt they had gained confidence to talk to their 
community about issues, to put forward their issues and experiences, gained knowledge, besides 
a visible change in their outlook. 
 
On future plans, the participants wanted the films to be screened in their community, on prime 
time cable network. 



 
Plan Consultant, Shonu Chandra, took up the session on the technical aspects of the Project. 
Though the children have been part of the workshops, they needed to understand the broader area 
of their work. This helped them to develop a common understanding of the scope of the project, 
the training process, the impact on their own lives, their community and the society at large. 
 
As most of the children had watched only their own production, it was important to watch at 
least one of the films within the group. The Samarth Plan film Victims of the Garbage Dump 
was screened. 
 
A mock press conference with the two members of the film unit and the evaluation team was 
conducted. It was videotaped and played back to understand how one should address a press 
conference. This helped a lot as when they saw their own expression, body language, they 
themselves realised the need to change it. 
 
The next day we decided to concentrate on the preparation for the Award ceremony. Another 
mock press conference was organised - this time with the four participants selected to represent 
the Project answering the queries. Issues of ethics in disclosing the identity of the children, 
training process, impact, future plans were raised. Based on the interaction, a list of suggestions 
was drawn up to help the children. 
 
The children were also informed about the details of the Award and the presenters at the 
ceremony. The participants did a mock run of the ceremony and prepared a speech, with inputs 
of all the participants. 
 
 

Meeting the President 
 
On 17th June, an appointment was fixed up with the President. A group of 12 children, drawn 
from CASP, Samarth, Samuha, Dr. Reddy’s Foundation, MYRADA, including the four children 
who had travelled to London, along with the Country Director, Mr. Ranganathan and Arti Sinha 
from Plan India met the President.  
 
The children discussed the provision for a child member in the proposed National Commission 
for Children, their charter of demands, child labour, standard of education among other things. 
The President stressed on the need for children to concentrate on their education, plant trees and 
teach three children. 
 
 
We tried to arrange meetings with the Minister of State for Women and Child Development, 
Smt. Jaskaur Meena. The Minister has been sent the relevant information on the Project and the 
Officer on Special Duty has been informed. Ms. Veena Rao, Joint Secretary, Department of 
Women and Child Development, was also met and informed about the Project. 
 
 
 



 
Press Conference 

 
A list of the journalists covering children’s issues and invites for the press conference were 
prepared. Simultaneously the press kits – with details about Plan India, Children Have 
Something to Say Project, the One World Media Award, a CD with four films and photographs 
of the Award ceremony - were prepared. 
 
CFAR was involved in replicating the four films and the photographs on CDs for distribution to 
the media and the other guests. 
 
The format of the Press Conference was designed to give the children the maximum space to 
interact with the Press. Mr. S. Ranganathan, Country Director, delivered the opening remarks, 
followed by the screening of the two films – Bonded Generation and Victims of Garbage 
Dump. The two young filmmakers on the panel – Saroj and John Peter – spoke about the award, 
the process of training and shared their experiences.  
 
All the children introduced themselves followed by questions from the journalists on the impact, 
how the films have changed their own lives, their perspective. The filmmakers also put forth 
their queries to the media people. 
 
The response from the media – print and electronic - has been quite encouraging. Crews from 
Doordarshan (News and World Report), NDTV, Sahara Rashtriya, TV Life interviewed the 
children and focussed on their achievement.  
 
Journalists from 20 leading print outlets - English, Hindi and regional dailies, business dailies, 
magazines, news agencies, development feature service besides freelancers attended the Press 
meet. 
 
We are still receiving enquiries from the media about doing stories on the children’s achievement 
and we would be following them over the next few days. Attached is a set of clippings from the 
print and electronic media on the event. 
 
 

Reception 
 
The evening reception was designed to showcase the Children Have Something to Say Project 
to a group of celebrities, NGOs / individuals working on child rights, policy makers, UN 
agencies. 
 
Besides the children talking about the films, we also involved well known individuals who are 
stage and theatre artists such as Vinod Nagpal, `performer’ Maya Rao and artist-illustrator 
Bulbul Sharma, to talk about the films. Mr. Gerry Pinto, UNICEF, moderated the discussion.  
 
Prior to the event CFAR had arranged for them to watch the films and provided them details 
about the project. 



 
Two films – Bonded Generation and A Life of Tears – were fully screened besides excerpts 
from Addicted Innocence, Girl’s Cry and Victims of Garbage Dump. The young filmmakers 
associated with these films – Vireesh, John Peter, Anifa, Saroj, Sonu, Sudhir, Raju, Ashok, spoke 
about them. 
 
The gathering of NGO and donor agency representatives, individuals working with children 
appreciated the work of the children. Representatives of NGOs wanted the children to train their 
group of children. The suggestions included screening it for a wider audience, for the Members 
of Parliament. 
 
Ms. Geeta Athreya, UNICEF, informed the children about the International Children’s Day of 
Broadcasting, celebrated on the second Sunday of December the world over and encouraged 
them to talk to the broadcasters to broadcast their films. 
 
 

Follow up 
 
CFAR tried to bring in Government officials, specifically from the Human Resources 
Development Ministry, including Department of Women and Child Development, Education and 
Social Justice and Empowerment. However given the lack of lead-time and our inability to 
inform them earlier due to the embargo, we found ourselves not able to clinch their presence at 
the reception.  
 
We recommend that these officials are followed up and are met up individually to apprise them 
about the Children Have Something to Say project and the children’s achievement. 
  



CHILDREN HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY 
 

PRINT COVERAGE 
 

Newspaper, 
date and byline 

Title Content Persons 
quoted 

The Hindu 
New Delhi 
19 June 03 
 
K. Kannan 

Children making 
their voices heard 

Disadvantaged children from across the country 
have made 36 short films on issues ranging from 
child prostitution to tobacco addiction. This was 
initiated by Plan International as the "Children 
Have Something To Say" programme.  
 
Four children from India went over to Britain on 
June 12 to receive the One World Media Award 
for Special Achievement instituted by the One 
World Broadcasting Trust.   
 
It is the first time that the award has come to India.  

Ranganathan, 
Acting 
Country 
Director, Plan 
India 
 
John Peter 
Paul, film 
maker 
 
Saroj Rawat, 
filmmaker 
 
Arti Sinha, 
Child Rights 
Coordinator, 
Plan India 

Deccan Herald 
Bangalore 
19 Jun 03 
 
Shruba 
Mukherjee 
New Delhi 

Kids from state 
make film on 
bonded labour 

The film "Bonded Generations" which was made 
as part of 36 short films by children on issues 
affecting their lives won Special Achievement 
Award by One World Broadcasting Trust in 
England. 
 
For the first time this award, which is presented 
every year to the most challenging and innovative 
radio, TV and press input in the world, has been 
given to children and for the first time it has been 
awarded to India. 

John Peter 
Paul, film 
maker 
 
Anifa (13-
year-old) 
Presenter of 
the film 

Prajavani 
Bangalore 
19 Jun 03 

 Same as above -- 

Hindustan 
New Delhi 
19 Jun 03 
 
Sushma Verma 

Films made by 
children open the 
eyes of elders 

Children have a world of their own. We do not 
make efforts to see what they think and what they 
want to do.  
 
But children want to do something on what they 
see, hear and feel and they want to say something. 
 
The video film project "Children have something 
to say" has 36 films of 10 minutes each.  

John Peter 
Paul, film 
maker 



 
Children from backward classes aged 13 to 18 
from across the country have made these films.  
 
These children want their films to be seen by many 
people and get involved.  

Dainik Bhaskar 
New Delhi 
19 Jun 03 
 
-- 

Children made 
film - "Children 
have something to 
say" 

"Children have something to say" is a project of 
video films made by children which will give a 
voice to the children of backward community. 
 
Plan, an NGO which supported this project says 
that this is the voice of the children with a 
different thinking and with whom we can discuss 
useful things so that they can go forward to fight 
for their rights. 

 

Rashtriya Sahara 
New Delhi 
19 Jun 03 
 
Sahara Samachar 
Bureau 

World Media 
Award to the film 
made by Indian 
children 

Illiterate and poor young and adolescent children 
across the country made film on their problems 
called "Children have something to say".   
 
The children have made 36 films with 10 min each 
on the issue of rag picking, bonded labour, 
prostitution, tobacco etc. with the support of Plan 
India, an NGO. 
 
This film has won the World Media Award in 
London. 
 
Today, S. Ranganathan of Plan India and Akhila 
Sivadas of Centre for Advocacy and Research 
have presented these children to the media. 

S. 
Ranganathan, 
Acting 
Country 
Director, Plan 
India 
 
Akhila Sivadas 
Executive 
Director, 
CFAR  

Amar Ujala 
New Delhi 
19 Jun 03 
 
Amar Ujala 
Bureau 

Indian children  One World Broadcasting Trust Media Award 
which is given every year for the issues on 
development has been given to Indian children this 
year for a video magazine they made on the issues 
of tobacco, sexual abuse etc.  
 
They made 36 films of 10 minutes each. They 
have been working with Plan India on this video 
magazine. 
 
S. Ranganathan of Plan India said - "From the idea 
of the story `Children have something to say' to 
direction, writing and complete shooting -- all that 
was done by children with their own initiative.” 

S. 
Ranganathan, 
Acting 
Country 
Director, Plan 
India 
 

Times of India 
New Delhi 

No child's play this 
portrayal of pain 

36 films have been produced by children's 
organisation Plan International.  Guided by a few 

-- 



20 Jun 03 
TNN 

adults, the films have been made entirely by 
children. 
 
The issues taken up range from child labour to 
tobacco addiction. 
 
One of these films won Special Achievement 
Award at the annual awards function in London 
recently organised by the One World Broadcasting 
Trust, set up by BBC and ITV.  
 
The award was received by four of the young 
filmmakers, who specially travelled to London for 
this function. 

Mathrubhumi 
Kerala 
19th Jun 03 

----- ------ ------ 

Indian 
television.com 
New Delhi 
18 Jun 03 
 

Plan India  
receives One 
World award for 
child documentary 

Plan India got the Special Achievement  
Award. This was presented to a group of Indian 
children for producing a video magazine that is 
made by children for adults. 
 
The content comprises of 36 short films on issues 
affecting children ranging from child prostitution 
and tobacco addiction to child labour.  
 
The video film project was initiated four years 
ago. Plan works in 45 countries to achieve lasting 
improvements in the quality of life of deprived 
children.  

Sir Tony 
Young, One 
World 
Broadcasting 
Trust’s 
chairperon. 
 
S 
Ranganathan, 
Acting 
Country 
Director, Plan-
India 

 
ELECTRONIC COVERAGE 
 
18 June 03  Doordarshan News at 7 p.m., 8 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 
 
19 June 03  Sahara News at 3:45 p.m. and 5:45 p.m. 
 
 
COVERAGE EXPECTED 
 
• Business Line, Jyoti Dutta                         – A detailed Feature is likely to appear on Next 

Monday (30thJune 2003) 
 
• PTI, Soni Mishra                                              - Will be releasing the story this week 
 
• Women’s Feature Service, Sabita Majid        - Expected next week 
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Kids from state make film  
on bonded labour 

From Shruba Mukherjee 
DH News Service NEW DELHI, June 18 

Ten-year-old Harisha spends the entire day in grazing animals of his 
master. He was forced to leave school three years’ ago as he was a 
defaulter. 
 
Today, this child in Balagandhalli village in Mysore district is a bonded 
labourer. His brother Ananda starts his day at 8 o’clock in the morning when 
his master assigns him task for the day. He works for 14 hours daily 
throughout the year without a single off and being a bonded labourer 
without any remuneration. 
 
The eldest of them Nagendra is 17-years-old, but is an expert in agricultural 
activities. He spent his childhood not in school but in the field handling 
bullocks. These three brothers, however, are not exceptions. They are a few 
among many, who are deprived of their basic right, the right to a safe and 
secure childhood.  
 
But the plight of these child bonded labourers was unknown to the rest of 
the world until their harrowing experience was portrayed on celluloid by six 
children, also from the underprivileged sections of society. “Bonded 
Generations” is a documentary film made by six children — John Peter Paul, 
Anifa, J Manu, Vasamma, Veena and T Viresh —from H D Kote Taluk of 
Mysore district.  
 
Prepared as part of 36 short films made by children on issues affecting 
children, “Bonded Generations” won Special Achievement Award by One 
World Broadcasting Trust of England. For the first time this award, which is 
presented every year to the most challenging and innovative radio, TV and 
press input in the world, has been given to children and for the first time it 
has been awarded to India. Titled “Children have something to say”, the 
collection of films conceived by Plan, international children’s charity 
organisation, gives disadvantaged Indian children an opportunity to make 
their voices heard.  
 
Describing his experience of film-making as “great” John said, “I never 
knew I could do it. When I was told that I have to make a film, I thought it 
must be a Bollywood type with great deal of fighting. But later we learned 
that this will be our film.” 
 
The film, made in Kannada with English sub-titles, was their film any way. 
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The children received a 20-day training in film-making from the volunteers 
of the voluntary organisation Plan India. 
 
From identifying the subject to writing of script, selecting the location, 
handling the camera, recording sounds and dealing with every single detail 
of production management, every thing was done by the children. 
 
“When we approached child bonded labourers to give us interviews, they 
refused as they did not want to invite the wrath of their money lender 
master,” said 13-year-old Anifa, who was the presenter in the film. 
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