'Champions of Change: Centre for
Celebrating World NTD Day ™ Research
with Kala-azar Survivozrs'

Date: 30th January 2023 Venue: Saran Hospital
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Organizer: Dr. Kavita, Director, South Aia, DNDi, Manisha Sharma, Event Highlights:
Regional Communication Manager, South Asia, DNDi, Aman Mallik,

Operational Head, DNDi Recognition of Kala-azar Champions
Four Kala-azar Survivor-Patient Network
members -Ravi, Manju Devi, Mithilesh
Kumar, and Manish Kumar- from Garkha
block were honored by Dr. Krishnakant
Pandey for their exceptional role in the
Kala-azar elimination effortin the district.
Their contributions included mobilizing
communities, supporting IRS efforts,
aiding in the early identification of Kala-
azar cases, and ensuring timely hospital
visits of probable patients for quality
treatment.

Chairperson: Dr. Krishnakant Pandey, Director of RMRI, Patna
KeyHosts: Dr. Sagar Dular, Civil Surgeon, and Dr. Dilip, VBDCO, Saran

Objective: To highlight the efforts of the Center of Excellence,
established in the district hospitals of Saran and Purnea and managed
with the technical support of DNDi. To celebrate the high-quality
treatment for Kala-azar patients and acknowledge and honour the Kala-
azar champions for their significant contribution to the elimination
efforts.




Testimonials:

Ravi Kumar and Manju Devi shared their personal experiences in battling
and overcoming Kala-azar. Ravi Kumar highlighted the effect of

establishing the Sarswati Survivor-Patient Support Group in Rahampur
village of Garkha Block and underscored the importance of a peer group

that met regularly and together, they strengthened awareness of the

disease in their villages. They spread information about the disease,

ensured comprehensive IRS coverage in each of the households that they
targeted and linked up probable cases to the public health facilities for

treatment.

Manju Devi also shared similar experiences
and showed how her dedication to raising
awareness about Kala-azar has made a
difference. She does her bit to ensure early
testing and timely treatment for those
showing symptoms of Kala-azar or affected by
the disease.

Appreciation

Dr. Dilip, VBDCO commended the champions' efforts and expressed his admiration for their
commitment to Kala-azar elimination. He emphasized the need for more champions to effectively raise
awareness about the disease at the community level.

The event acknowledged the critical role that survivors-patients play in the control and elimination of the
disease. Dr. Dilip's call for more champions indicates the importance of expanding and replicating such
initiatives for greater survivor involvement and broader community engagement
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Saran, Dainik Bhaskar, Pg-4
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